Chicago District Golf Association
Scouting Report 8-17-14
Well we have made it past another August 15th! Many of you begun this countdown a while back and the weather has
really been dramatically cooler and got us through what could have been a horrific summer after a brutal winter and a
very unhelpful wet spring. This week has had some rain again to ensure that no one dried out and the forecast of course
has now changed with the talk of a week in the 90°F range looking more and more unlikely. That has left us with a
problem – I have nothing to talk about!
There has been plenty of weed activity to go around, goose grass continues to be a problem and has been spotted even
on greens, crabgrass has also been spotted on greens surfaces – though further down south and this is a problem that
no one wants to deal with. There was early dollar spot pressure this week with plenty of moisture in the air and
favorable temperatures. Summer patch was spotted in some areas further south this week as we attended a very
interesting University of Illinois / CIGCSA research field day and fund raiser.
We are starting to come to the end of the field day circuits, Michigan State also held their research day this week, while
the golf house will be among the last in the Midwest to hold field day which is officially slated for a 10am start on
Thursday September 11th – mark the calendars, a $50 registration gets you light breakfast, lunch, GCSAA credits and the
latest research going on around the state and in the region on topics such as fungicide programming, pigments,
herbicide options and biosolid uses for golf courses as well as annual plant options. For more information and options to
register go to www.cdga.org and click on our link. You can also register here
https://www.cdga.org/seminar.asp?id=14&pid=2
Climate:
The good weather kept rolling this week; lows touched the 50 degree mark at the golf house, which means that further
north low temperatures may have been as low as the mid 40’s. Soil temperatures have stayed in the 70’s and this can
keep continuing as far as much of us are concerned.
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Figure 1. High and low air temperatures and 2” soil temperatures at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL (A Southwest Chicago
Suburb), August 2014

Precipitation has continued to be sufficient and the most recent precipitation was not overly cumbersome as far as
washouts and saturating the rootzone (Figure 2). Forecast however has rain in it and while it is accepted gratefully; let’s
hope we are not swimming next week.
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Figure 2. Daily precipitation in August 2014, at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL (A Southwest Chicago Suburb)
Compared to December 31st last year (Left) you can see that we have had a very beneficial year as far as soil moisture is
concerned (Figure 3). The region generally has been pretty good this year with water, and it is certainly a big difference
from summers like 2012.

Figure 3. Illinois soil moisture status 12.31.13 compared to 8.12.14
The dark cloudy conditions have certainly impacted light this week (Figure 4), and it’s surprising that with these
temperatures that leaf spot or similar problems have not been as bad. Moisture levels however have not been excessive
in July and August so that may have contributed to the lack of specific disease pressure
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Figure 4. Daily light integrals for August 2014, at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL (A Southwest Chicago Suburb)

Further downstate conditions have been relatively sanguine also as temperatures have been moderate and rainfall has
returned after a dry July. Temperatures have not gone above 90°F for the month so far (Figure 5) and night time lows
have not gotten close to the 70°F mark – this has also helped to hold the soil temperatures in a comfortable situation
and hopefully golfers have taken advantage of the weather to get out and enjoy golf courses.
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Figure 5. Daily high and low temperatures, 4” soil temperatures at Peoria CC, Peoria, IL, August 2014
Currently rainfall totals are close to 3” which is above the 1.9” of water lost from the turfgrass via evapotranspiration
(Figure 6). For golf courses who traditionally might be at this stage buying water – this summer may have been a savior
from the standpoint of running costs. This has also kept the turf in excellent condition without too many other inputs
required for the season.
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Figure 6. Daily precipitation in August 2014, at Peoria CC, Peoria, IL
Further south, conditions for the month so far the most recent weather had some issues – we deduced that there was
no way low temperatures had dropped into the low 30’s – there would have been phone calls regarding some very
brown bermudagrass if that was the case! Once we find a solution data reports will be returned.
In the northwestern part of the state, temperatures have also decreased and created very comfortable conditions for
golf course managers (Figure 7) – particularly the ones managing predominantly Poa surfaces. This is setting up for an
excellent finish to the summer golfing season and hopefully the fall extends into late November with focus in recovering
from any missed revenue earlier in the year.
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Figure 7. Daily high and low temperatures, 2” soil temperatures at Rockford CC, Rockford IL, August 2014
Conditions are still a little on the dry side in the northwest, monthly rainfall so far has been around the 1” mark (Figure
8) – which is probably behind normal as average monthly totals are ~4.6” for August. The cloudy conditions however
have been saving plants from warming up and forcing high rates of water loss – this has saved the need to do huge
amounts of hand watering and allowed managers to firm their courses up.
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Figure 8. Daily precipitation totals in August 2014, at Rockford CC, Rockford IL
Disease:
Dollar spot pressure ramped back up again this week (Picture 1), though not in a form that might overwhelm any
controls unless they were close to the end of the application window. Coming into fall, the dollar spot does seem to get
more aggressive in the region – possibly linked to the amount of life cycles it has gone through in a season – so expect
that if you wean off the control options – potential for some quick, deep pitting of your fairways and tees. Also expect
that you will see some of those same scars next March!

E Nangle 8-13-14
Picture 1. Dollar spot activity returning to the area this week as humidity built back up
Fairy ring is still active in many roughs (Picture 2), though the level of concern has been minimal for managers. We also
have had one or two potential issues with summer patch – particularly on Poa annua that was already unhappy. Some
runner hyphae have shown up but it doesn’t seem to be too extreme. Summer patch was clearly spotted further south
this week – although in the rough areas (Picture 3). This again was not causing too much concern and it does not seem
to have moved else where on courses fortunately.
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Picture 2. Fairy ring showing up on turfgrass roughs has been a common site in the area this year

E Nangle 8-11-14
Picture 3. Summer patch active in Central Illinois this week
The poor maligned trees in the area are still taking a beating – black spot has shown up and leaf drop has followed
accordingly (Picture 4). There are some very unhappy looking oak trees still out there as well.
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Picture 4. Black spot showing up this week on a golf course in Chicago
Insects:
Populations of Japanese beetle adults do seem to have been affected by the winter this year somewhat, they emerged
late and do not seem to have been too difficult to deal with from a number threshold stand point (Picture 5). We are
beginning to get close to damage showing up from grub feeding as they get near the soil surface – however with the
plentiful rainfall – the damage may not be as bad this year. Further south – there were plenty of black turfgrass ataenius
adults to be seen running around.

Credit: W Byrd
Picture 5. Japanese beetle adults have been spotted this week in the Chicago area.
Weeds:
One problem that was noted and discussed this week was the issue of crabgrass in putting greens. It is a perennial
problem and once it gets in there – post emergent treatment is very difficult to solve. This is more of a concern for
courses down and traditionally there has been no consistently safe option on low cut bentgrass that will take out the
crabgrass. Mr. Scott Witte and our very own Mr. Chris Painter may have found a pretty good solution however (Picture
6). The damage is clearly seen to the crabgrass but nothing to the bentgrass. We are going to stay somewhat vague on
this as we need to reproduce the results and also more importantly see if there is potential for phytotoxicity or
variations in bentgrass cultivar responses – still it looks promising!

E Nangle 8-13-14
Picture 6. Damaged crabgrass on low-cut bentgrass at the Midwest golf house this week
Management strategy:
As we have many courses undergoing renovation and introducing new grasses into their putting surfaces, it seems like a
good time to talk about these types of projects. The choice to regrass is driven usually for a couple of reasons; Poa
annua is usually the main one. As it progressively invades the cost of maintenance will rise, and once a superintendent
has to manage for Poa it becomes annually about 30% more expensive when labor, fungicide, water and other costs are
accounted for. The other issue with Poa is that with short roots, surfaces tend to be wetter and slower in the summer
and mowing heights are higher to help the surface persevere in the heat of the summer. Winter in Illinois had never
been a huge problem for this until this year and so that finished the debate for many locations. The other issue is related
to green speeds and this can be associated with either the Poa or older cultivars of bentgrass. In the instance that the
decision is made to do it, the next question is usually when – for Chicago and the northern part of the state, shutting
down in early August is most important. Soil temperatures are optimal for germination of bentgrass and allowing for
some maturity ahead of winter. The early establishment prior to fall allows for work on trouble spots prior to winter
and also allows turf to adapt to cold conditions and more importantly, holding off re opening until June allows for the
production of deep roots and a natural tightening down of the canopy prior to the initiation of the rush of returning golf.
In essence – despite potential loss of revenue on the front end – starting these projects early is where money is really
saved and made on the back end.
FINALLY!!!!!
This week the damage was caused by carts driving over heat stressed turf – many of you got it right!
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This week has got the potential for many right answers again – what caused this???

Dr. Lee Miller’s latest report dated 7-31-14 can be found below.

http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/update07_31_14.cfm
As always if you have a question or query please do not hesitate to ask, and you can call or email.
Ed Nangle PhD
Director of Turfgrass Programs
Chicago District Golf Association
11855 Archer Ave
Lemont, IL 60439
P 630.685.2307
C 630.423.1925
Twitter @turfresearch / @cdgaresearchmgr
www.cdgaturf.org
enangle@cdga.org

