Chicago District Golf Association
Scouting Report 8-10-14
A week of calm was followed by a weekend of nice rain for most of us which was then followed this week by another
week of relative calm – it may be hard to beat! We are now into the second week of August and for many the
countdown is on to the 15th of August where the first big breath of relief is taken as climatic conditions turn in the favor
of the turf manager (hopefully!). Shorter day lengths and a loss of extended periods of direct sunlight which add
unwanted stress to some of the turf arrive and the start of the wind down begins.
This week changes have begun at some courses as they look to convert from the prickly problematic poa to the smooth
fast and firm bentgrass. It will take time and is frustrating but the clubs who changed recently and avoided the problems
of this winter are a great crowd to talk to and ask them how nice it was to play on bentgrass surfaces in April, May and
June. The summer of field days continue with University of Illinois up on Monday and Michigan State University up on
Wednesday – that will be a finish to the regional field days for the most part.
Problems have not been too much this week; anthracnose is still out there as are some forms of leaf spot, however the
pythium word has not popped up and brown patch as well as dollar spot have become almost non existent. Rust has
certainly taken hold and it’s been somewhat aggressive, although no turf has been killed. I would suspect it will have to
be watched for though as seed beds start to go down. Some areas received a lot more rainfall than others and that
meant washouts – however a vast majority of people were happy to get some rain, as some sites were only after
recording 0.25” over the previous 3 weeks – leading to some very dry conditions. The cool weather since then has
helped turf to ‘pop’ back and green up.
As we push hard for a great finish of summer golf don’t forget the long suffering family who may only see you
sporadically over the recent months – kinds go back to school soon so if summer has not been family oriented – try and
get some time with them! Field day speakers include Dr. Bruce Branham, Dr Tom Voigt, Bruce Schweiger and Dominic
Petrella.
Climate:
It may be the most moderate start to an August in an extremely long period of time. Precipitation last weekend
accepted – although as said it was needed in many locations. Temperatures have yet again been ideal with lows
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Figure 1. Daily high and low temperatures, 2” soil temperatures at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL (A Southwest Chicago
Suburb), August 2014.

Dropping down into the mid 50’s overnight while the high temperatures have been a relatively mid 80’s value (Figure 1).
This of course would have been cooler to the north side of the city but not much warmer further south. Soil
temperatures stuck around the mid 70’s and this again has been a saving grace for golf greens with short or non existent
roots. The third week of August does hold a little concern right now with forecasted highs being in the 90’s – let’s hope
that changes!
Precipitation this week has been very mixed – both on a volume standpoint and from a spatial standpoint. The rainfall
received at the golf house while not incredible in volume (Figure 2), was more consistent than in some other locations.
The volumes received last weekend varied from 0.5” to 2-3” depending on location – as to whether or not there was a
consistent pattern – it – didn’t seem so.
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Figure 2. Daily precipitation in August 2014, at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL (A Southwest Chicago Suburb)
Coinciding with the precipitation at the golf house there was also some hazy altocumulus clouds combined with
nimbostratus clouds and this definitely had an impact on the light hitting surfaces in the Chicago area. This coupled with
the cooler temperatures would have helped some poa that might have been thinking about beginning to show its
normal August swoon. It is also a good time to start throwing seed as the soil temperatures will be around their peak
and with daylength now showing serious decline (Figure 3), the amount of hours that seed needs to see to trigger a
germination response is on the verge of becoming important.
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Figure 3. Daily light integrals for August 2014, at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL (A Southwest Chicago Suburb)

Further south temperatures took a nosedive in Peoria midweek which helped reign in any potential problems
developing (Figure 4). That being the case it has been another location to have an excellent summer to date. Overnight
temperatures have been stuck in the mid 60’s or even lower which is also reducing the stress on turf dramatically.
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Figure 4. Daily high and low temperatures, 4” soil temperatures at Peoria CC, Peoria, IL, August 2014
Courses in the area who were looking for precipitation late last week would certainly have been delighted with the 1.41.5” of rain that came through on 8/4/14 (Figure 5). The only concern would have been how much water fell in how
much time and of that triggered anything unfavorable due to the issue of standing water.
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Figure 5. Daily precipitation in August 2014, at Peoria CC, Peoria, IL, August 2014
Superintendents in the northwest part of the state would have seen some heat this week, though towards the end of
the week temperatures dropped off below the 80°F mark again (Figure 6). Data from Rockford also indicated that soil
temperatures were able to stay at around the mid to low 70 degree mark – which Im sure many are delighted to see!
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Figure 6. Daily high and low temperatures, 2” soil temperatures at Rockford CC, Rockford IL, Figure 4.
The northwest also saw the same activity on Monday as rainfall got up as high as 0.5” at Rockford but I expect it was
higher in other locations. The measured 0.5” was greatly appreciated in many locations I suspect (Figure 5)
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Figure 7. Daily precipitation totals in August 2014, at Rockford CC, Rockford IL

Disease:
On top of the anthracnose that has been showing up – another issue has been general stress on the Poa in particular.
This has shown up in a variety of ways but one place is on roots in particular (Picture 1) as turfgrasses have been battling
the wilt problems of the last couple of weeks. This fortunately receded for the most part over the weekend but the poa
is still very delicate and needs to be watched.

E Nangle 8-5-14
Picture 1. Some stressed poa roots showing up in the lab at the golf house this week
Outside of the wilt issues the disease pressure itself has been limited, dollar spot pressure has dropped off and with
humidifies predicted to drop back into the 40% range – dew points and disease pressure should stay low. Rainfall is
predicted early next week – it will be interesting to see if it impacts this going forward. Rust certainly has been visible as
well, though with the rainfall I wonder will it dissipate.
Weeds:
A relatively quiet week on this front, though there was some activity going after knotweed as it continues to be a battle
– particularly in the higher heights of cut.
Insects:
One clarification on last weeks product related comment – timing and product was not the issue – going to early lessens
the value and so March applications this year may not have been as good from a results standpoint compared to last
year. Once we have had rain of course insect problems have declined and also there does not seem to have been a
strong population of Japanese beetles this year.
Management strategy:
This week’s management strategy is somewhat abstract and certainly there is potential for points to be missed on it as
facilities are diverse in size and capability. However one thing that pops up on a regular basis is – what does a
superintendent do and from our stand point it’s somewhat difficult to put it all in context; however here is a start – with
a lot of input from Rutgers University. http://www.golfturf.rutgers.edu/golf-course-superintendent-job-description.asp






Responsible for all phases of Golf Maintenance and Agronomic operations, cost control, and personnel.
Works closely with, advises, and coordinates with the Head Golf Professional on any issues related to golf course
maintenance.
Directs and participates in the construction and maintenance of the grounds.
Designs landscape plans for facility grounds and implements the plan.
Administers and enforces all Club rules, regulations and policies for staff.






Supports and assists with membership seminars and orientations.
Works closely with the GM/CEO/Supervisor to operate the Golf Course in a fiscally responsible and professional
manner.
Must be able to work independently and be a self-starting problem solver.
Must be prepared to work long hours during the summer in particular

Primary Duties:















Oversees the care and maintenance of the turf, ornamental plants, shrubs, trees and wetlands on the facility
grounds.
Directs and assists the staff on the planting of new vegetation, the replacement, spraying, pruning and trimming
of trees and shrubs, the preparation of soil plant beds for aesthetically pleasing arrangements and tending to
high stress areas.
Provides detailed annual plan for the various property levels and the designated landscaping areas. Includes
rotational design to provide facility with fresh, eye-catching, interesting and pleasant atmosphere.
Manages an aggressive water usage tracking plan and irrigation systems and provides monthly reporting on
retaining ponds, wells and other water source usage.
Recruits, supervises and retains maintenance staff. Conducts employee performance evaluations and exercises
disciplinary action.
Provides technical, operational and safety training for employees to ensure that staff is working within OSHA,
club safety, state and federal guidelines for safe working conditions.
Oversees subordinates in proper and safe operation and maintenance of mechanical and power equipment.
Plans and budgets for additional or replacement capital equipment.
Supervises and participates in the application and recording of chemical applications (fertilizers and pesticides)
on the Club's grounds in compliance with all local, state, and federal regulations.
Supervises and controls all maintenance expenses associated with Golf Course Operations, including payroll,
supplies, chemicals and fertilizers.
Develops annual operating budget and plans for maintenance and capital improvement projects.
Maintains records and completes required reporting. Order parts, supplies and equipment as needed.
Schedules maintenance practices around member play and outings to maximize efficiency and minimize
disruption to members.
Coordinates snow removal and winter maintenance activities when necessary.

Knowledge & Skills Required:









Knowledge of management and maintenance of greens, fairways and roughs.
Knowledge of use and operating standards of equipment and tools used in golf course construction and
maintenance work.
Skill in recruiting, supervising, training, monitoring, evaluating and motivating personnel.
Interpersonal skill to resolve conflict and work with supervisors, officials, employees, members and the general
public.
Knowledge of safe use, mixing and application of chemicals and commercial products.
Knowledge of the game of golf, golf rules and methods of play.
Ability to anticipate personnel, equipment, and material requirements related to golf course maintenance and
repair assignments.
Ability and knowledge to lay out irrigation patterns, drainage patterns, construct tees and/or greens.

Minimum Qualifications:






3-5 years experience as a Golf Superintendent or 1st Assistant
2-year Degree or Certificate in Turf Management (or related field, like agronomy, horticulture, plant science, soil
science).
Advance computer skills required for financial reporting and control of operations, including use of Microsoft
Office Suite.
Valid Driver's License.
Pesticide Application License




Prefer Certification by the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America
Prefer good command of Spanish language

Now for anyone who has read this and not realized that this is the tip of the ice berg – it may have been shocking;
however superintendents have been doing this for many years, so as the new saying goes ‘keep calm and carry on’

FINALLY!!!
Last week the damage was caused by a stick in a mower this week is somewhat simpler – what caused this? Answers to
enangle@cdga.org . The leader stays on top of the table.
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Dr. Lee Miller’s latest report dated 7-31-14 can be found below.

http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/update07_31_14.cfm
As always if you have a question or query please do not hesitate to ask, and you can call or email.
Ed Nangle PhD
Director of Turfgrass Programs
Chicago District Golf Association
11855 Archer Ave
Lemont, IL 60439
P 630.685.2307
C 630.423.1925
Twitter @turfresearch / @cdgaresearchmgr
www.cdgaturf.org
enangle@cdga.org

