Chicago District Golf Association
Scouting Report 7-27-14
This week I had the opportunity to make a visit further south to check out on conditions down in the central part of the
state. In a similar pattern to further north, many superintendents felt that it has been a great year for the most part.
Recovery has been completed from the winter and conditions have been for the most part comfortable. Disease
pressure has been limited to dollar spot with some pythium but pressure has not been extreme. Knotweed has however
been aggressive in places and the problem was most likely helped by the cool start to the year which meant slow
growing bentgrass and stunted poa provided no competition for it.
Rons research focuses this week on wetting agents and our trials have been full blown go over the last couple of
months. To that extent we are announcing that a research field day will be held at the golf house the second week in
September. Further details will be confirmed, but you can expect coffee and donuts, plenty of educational stops lunch
and a finish. Details will be posted on the www.cdgaturf.org website soon. The timing means we can show data obtained
and allow for discussion of the results.
Insect activity became more diverse this week, black turfgrass ataenius was spotted on the south side of the city and
further reports of billbug damage showing up surfaced. The cooler temperatures were gratefully accepted this week,
though it was tricky trying to keep Poa annua sufficiently wet to get through the week with the winds we had – the good
and the bad of poa.
Climate:
The weather keeps playing favors with us, maybe its repaying us for the harsh winter that went through. If my research
is right the average number of days above 90° in Chicago on an annual basis is 17. To this date 7-25-14; we have had 3
and that probably is less for courses on the north shore. This has really helped the recovery efforts, but the one issue we
have had which has popped up in discussion this week is the impact of the excess rainfall and cold winter.
Superintendents in many sites are unhappy with root depths as well as the inability to trust the Poa annua in particular
where somewhat warmer conditions arise. Looking under the canopy brings up somewhat shortened roots yet a
relatively moist soil on greens that traditionally should be in a much better situation. It seems that the rainfall we have
had all spring along with the need to push for winter damage recovery has prevented many of you from hardening the
plants off in mid spring ahead of summer heat to allow for the stress of any heat and wind. Wilt is occurring frustratingly
quickly and the battle will be a summer long one or until you think you can trust your poa unfortunately.
This week from a climate standpoint, conditions have been pretty much ideal. A little late week rain was gleefully
accepted, as blue skies, milder temperatures and plenty of air movement meant that water moved rapidly out of the
plant and chasing the water loss with hoses was a regular occurrence on the hotspots. In spite of this, some commented
even in central Illinois that the irrigation systems had not been used consistently until a week ago and weekend hand
watering had been almost non existent.
To that end, this week we saw minor precipitation which allowed many of us to just keep ticking over so to speak
without having to start worrying about drought conditions. Predicted rainfall should help alleviate any worries also
(Figure 1).

Rainfall
3.500

Precipitation (In)

3.000
2.500
2.000
1.500
Rainfall

1.000
0.500
0.000

Figure 1. Daily precipitation totals for Sunshine Course, Lemont IL July 2014, (A Southwest Chicago suburb).
Temperatures took another nose dive this week with two days running back to back highs in the mid 70’s. The beautiful
part to this was the fact that there was plenty of sunshine on these two days also so it really made for ideal conditions.
Night time temperatures were as low as 55 and this dragged down the soil temperatures along with it far below the
irritating 80°F mark (Figure 2). Compared to 2012 this July has been astounding, by this stage that year the month of July
saw 16 90°F days with 3 of those days topping the 100°F mark – this July has seen only 1 day above 90°F so far and I
think a huge majority of managers are counting down rapidly to August 15th already in the hope that the weak poa
avoids any intense stress. Managers further downstate were even remarking how nice of a year it has been, they are
getting a little dry but still the overwhelming sentiment is long may it last!
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Figure 2. Low and high air temperatures, average 2” soil temperatures at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL July 2014 (A
Southwest Chicago suburb)
Luckily for most of us despite the drop off in temperatures this week, there was little or no cloud cover associated with it
and so there was no rainfall either (Figure 3). Numbers were relatively consistent from the standpoint of total daily light
integral values and this allowed for courses to fine tune as they prepared for the busy club season that is ongoing. Many
courses are holding invitational and member guest events in the next couple of weeks and this is always a big focus and
not easy to replicate from a labor and cost standpoint throughout the year.
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Figure 3. Daily light integrals and possible ideal daily light integrals July 2014, at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL (A
Southwest Chicago Suburb)
In the northwest, rainfall has really become non existent (Figure 4). June was far ahead the average but I am willing to
bet that so far July is right on the number average wise, this including some tropical rainfalls totaling 1.3”. At this stage I
would think that courses are starting to play pretty firm and managers are starting to really focus on the health of their
Poa to make sure there is sufficient moisture right at the greens surface where those pesky short roots can be found.
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Figure 4. Daily precipitation totals for Rockford CC, Rockford, IL July 2014
Nighttime lows fell into the low 50’s again in the area along with the drier conditions which again created great grass
growing conditions for the most part. The Tuesday of this last week similar to many of us had the heat spike but
temperatures did not top the 90°F mark (Figure 5).
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Figure 5. Low and high air temperatures, average 2” soil temperatures at Rockford CC, Rockford, IL July 2014

Down state this week, night time temperatures really took a tumble (Figure 6). Lows reached into the high 40’s in
Carbondale which I’m sure the bermudagrass and zoysiagrass did not necessarily appreciate. Of greater importance the
soil temperatures have fallen back to around the 75°F point and this is not great for root growth in the warm season
grasses. The human elements managing the turf in the locale however were probably delighted with the temperatures –
who can blame them!
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Figure 6. Low and high air temperatures, average 2” soil temperatures at Hickory Ridge GC, Carbondale, IL July 2014
Precipitation wise, there has been a drop off in rainfall in the area (Figure 7), although not enough a stop to push anyone
into drought conditions. It has been an excellent year from that standpoint. The ~0.4” of rainfall early this week was
enough to replenish the top of the soil profile naturally and also flush any salts away from the rootzone and give turf a
little pop again going into the weekend. State wide we have had an excellent run against the drought so far this year –
check it out on the drought monitor website - http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?IL

Water cycle
1.2
Water volume (In)

1
0.8
0.6
0.4

ET
Rainfall

0.2
0

Figure 7. Daily precipitation totals for Hickory Ridge GC, Carbondale, IL July 2014
Disease:
One problem that many of you have noted this year is that trees have not come out of the winter in the best condition.
There may be a couple of reasons for this, the drought from 2011 and 2012 is having a residual effect and the extreme
cold may have pushed them over the top. Secondly you may need to take a look particularly at maple trees and see if
the trunk has split – this seems to be mainly caused by cold, though there are some arguments amongst the scientists
that the bark has been weakened prior to winter with some fingers being pointed at glyphosate.

However one issue that may be of concern is Oak Wilt, samples are being sent off for further analysis (Picture 1). It is a
problem in particular in the red oak family. This of course maybe nothing more than scorch from irrigation water but it
doesn’t seem so as the problem is not on the tip of the leaf but spreading from the center – we will keep you updated.

E Nangle 7-24-14
Picture 1. Possible symptoms of Oak Wilt spotted in Chicago this week
Turfgrass disease again focused on dollar spot pressure, however; this week saw a real decline in pressure with the
extremely dry low humidity conditions and some managers may have been able to look at stretching the spray interval if
timings were getting close. Fairy ring was very apparent in some sites (Picture 2) early in the week, particularly in areas
where no treatments were made.

Credit: J VerCautren
Picture 2. Spectacular fairy ring outbreak in Chicago this week

Insects:
Black turfgrass ataenius grubs (Picture 3) turned up this week on the south side of the city. The damage shows up as dry
spots initially and the symptoms can be confused with anthracnose. If the dry spots occur check underneath for the
grubs and treat accordingly.

Credit: T White
Picture 3. Black turfgrass ataenius grubs active in Chicago this week
Weeds:
Plenty of broadleaf weeds seen this week as I spotted clover, thistle and even some dandelion growing in roughs and
some encroachment into fairways as well. Further to that – knotweed seems to be running rampant in many places – it’s
a very aggressive weed so be wary of it getting in as it wont leave and is not a nice tenant
Management strategy:
This week many of you were really worried about poa wilting and struggling. Remembering that poa’s short roots really
force your hand when making a decision on watering is important. It’s the biggest downside to the grass variety as it
cannot sustain itself even when temperatures are not extreme. Air movement and high skies will really drive
transpiration and so when that humidity starts to drop below 60% mark its time to start watching!
Ron’s Research Roundup:
Since my last report the weather has been mixed for growing grass but it has been excellent for growing some disease.
Dollar spot seemingly exploded over night and provided great data on our fungicide trials. The large amount of rain has
provided a good chance to test our wetting agent trial taking place at Biltmore Country Club.
The trial is testing four different wetting agents and the effects they may have on putting green firmness. So far, three
applications were made on this site and each wetting agent is currently being applied at the label rate every thirty days.
Over the course of the season, data including color, quality, and NDVI rating will be collected. We also plan to use pieces
of cutting edge equipment including a TDR moisture meter and the Trufirm meter. The TDR moisture meter is becoming
very popular with golf course superintendents.

The meter will allow us to record the moisture levels of each plot to determine if there are any differences between
products. The Trufirm meter is used to test the firmness of each individual plot and to determine if these products are
contributing to greens softening. Ratings will take place every fourteen days to determine see if there are immediate
impacts of the turf in regards to the firmness reading. Our trial plot picture clearly shows where water wet the soil
profile on all treatments compared to the check plot (Picture 4).

Credit: P Westfall
Picture 4. Check plots on wetting agent trial still look dry after watering in of materials – if this summer had been drier
this would be starting to show some extreme differences
FINALLY!!!!
Last week we realized one of our trials had been accidentally scalped badly (The yellow spots – and it happens) however
part of the trial had a growth regulator treatment – and its amazing how much the regulator saved the scalping damage.
One or two had the idea of a growth regulator so there was some movement in the table, Mr K Sams still on top
however.
K Sams
J VerCautren
D Groelle
K Peterson
B Zeigler
A Palos
T Schmitz
K Strother
A Morris
B Bossert
F Sutter
J Turner
T Bain
A Unrau
B Grimme

Maybe a bit of a tricky one this week but WHAT caused this…
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Dr. Lee Miller’s latest report dated 7-17-14 can be found below.

http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/update07_17_14.cfm.
As always if you have a question or query please do not hesitate to ask, and you can call or email.
Ed Nangle PhD
Director of Turfgrass Programs
Chicago District Golf Association
11855 Archer Ave
Lemont, IL 60439
P 630.685.2307
C 630.423.1925
Twitter @turfresearch / @cdgaresearchmgr
www.cdgaturf.org
enangle@cdga.org
Sunshine Course and Sunshine Through Golf Foundation would especially like to thank Renny Jacobsen this week for
aeration of the greens at the course. Thanks Renny!

