Chicago District Golf Association
Scouting Report 7-18-14
Well the weather did come through this week, which followed a fantastic week last week but was marred by a very wet
weekend. Courses reported 5” of rain on Saturday 12th with the Southside of Chicago taking the worst of the volume.
Courses were not able to get completely clear of water in some instances until Wednesday 16th which luckily enough
occurred when temperatures were cooler, otherwise some more areas of turf could have been lost in what has been a
tough climatological year so far. The cool conditions that have followed have been most welcome and hopefully allowed
some courses to dry out ahead of the predicted heat that is going to come in. The heat is not going to be extreme as of
right now and so it is to be welcomed to help push growth and dry down conditions to enhance playability.
The Purdue University research field day yielded some interesting information regarding to changes in labels and
product use rates particularly on the herbicide end of it. Changes in labels for various product use need to be noted
going forward. Dollar spot pressure had been relatively high there as well, but similar to the Chicagoland area other than
that, disease problems have not been too intense. The one nice thing right now with the weather forecast (hopefully I
don’t jinx it again!) is that we are almost at the end of July and it would be really nice to ride this type of weather into
early August!
Further field days are coming up, attend them if you can – information and research is always vital and it’s the only
direct way you and make informed decisions for many things. Finally, remember to get involved with all activities with
your local associations, they need your support and the more you put in the more you get out.
Climate:
The spills of rain that greeted many of us on Saturday morning were not overly welcome. The water was plentiful and
stayed for a while unfortunately. Courses finally dried out completely by Tuesday or Wednesday – particularly on the
South side of Chicago where the higher volumes of rainfall hit. Sunshine course had over 3” for the day (Figure 1) and it
definitely left soggy conditions for many. Soils have since dried out somewhat and hopefully ahead of the predicted heat
there is no more rainfall.
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Figure 1. Daily precipitation totals for Sunshine Course, Lemont IL July 2014, (A Southwest Chicago suburb).

Many remarked that despite the rain, we did not get any fried turf. Temperatures definitely took a nose dive for the
better this week and soil temperatures thankfully followed. Many commented and of course are correct that the cooling
temps had reduced stress on turf and roots substantially and were also very grateful the temperatures to be so good in
mid to late July! The lowest we saw this week was just at the 50°F mark which really took some pressure off turfgrass
over night (Figure 2)
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Figure 2. Low and high air temperatures, average 2” soil temperatures at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL July 2014 (A
Southwest Chicago suburb)
The wet weather did have some impact on light intensity (Figure 3), however many would take the lower temps for a
few days over the lack of light at this time of year. There has since been somewhat of a recovery and next week looks
like plenty of sun to help create ideal growing conditions for bentgrass surfaces in particular.
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Figure 3. Daily light integrals and possible ideal daily light integrals July 2014, at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL (A
Southwest Chicago Suburb)
In Northwest Illinois temperatures took an even greater nose dive with the night time low hitting below the 50°F mark
(Figure 4). Soil temperatures did drop off to around the 70°F mark but have crept back up a little since. However the
relief will have helped roots and it was a great opportunity to vent this week without any concern on adding stress to
plants.
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Figure 4. Low and high air temperatures, average 2” soil temperatures at Rockford CC, Rockford, IL July 2014
Aligned with the pattern of not as much precipitation, Rockford avoided the heavy rain that passed over the south side
of the city. They totaled around the 1.3” mark for the day and were glad not to have had to deal with flooding and the
problems that brings (Figure 5). The month so far has produced plenty of precipitation which has had many managers on
city water supplies in good form!
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Figure 5. Daily precipitation totals for Rockford CC, Rockford, IL July 2014
Further south the nighttime lows really dropped from a mark of 62°F all the way down to just over 40°F, two nights in
succession (Figure 6). This helped to alleviate a lot of pressure on bentgrass greens, however some managers may have
had a little concern in regards to the reaction of the zoysia and bermudagrass to the colder temps – its not time for
dormancy just yet! Fortunately soil temperatures only fell to 75°F so there should have not been any true impact other
than possibly some off coloring.
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Figure 6. Low and high air temperatures, average 2” soil temperatures at Hickory Ridge GC, Carbondale, IL July 2014
Sufficient moisture is the mark of the month down south also. While not getting the deluge, 0.8” of rainfall is not to be
laughed at (Figure 7). Temperatures and this type of moisture most likely have created very thick and aggressive roughs
at this time of the year. Mowing and mowing is all that can be done, US Open conditions have returned for many!
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Figure 7. Daily precipitation totals for Hickory Ridge GC, Carbondale, IL July 2014

Disease:
On the disease front activity has calmed down somewhat. Fairy ring in roughs has been evident (Picture 1) though not a
big problem. Night time temperatures and sufficient moisture has reduced stress on turf in many locations.
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Picture 1. Fairy ring on rough areas in a golf course in Chicago this week.

At the field day in Purdue we did see some nice disease damage, brown patch and dollar spot were bringing some
pressure to the area (Picture 2). The general sentiment however was that overall it has been a good year to date in the
area.
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Picture 2. Brown patch and Dollar spot activity at the W.H. Daniel turf research center, West Lafayette, IN
There was some dollar spot activity in the Chicago land area this week, I also noted a lot of spider mite activity – don’t
get the two mixed up. Dollar spot has more of the cotton candy look and will be found further down the leaf surface
(Picture 3) while spider mites will put out a web across the top of the canopy.
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Picture 3. Dollar spot mycelia in the Chicago area this week
Insects:
This week activity did not seem to be as extreme on the insect front. Some further reports of billbug activity and also
one possible sighting of chinchbug damage. Dr Doug Richmond discussed the four strategies on insect management at
Purdue this week and they were very interesting. The early spring prevention method with applications going out in the
early part of the year was considered most ineffective due to inconsistent uptake by the root feeders. Further to this,
grubs at this time of the year are large and basically too big to control! Only in circumstances where there has been
severe secondary damage from skunks and raccoons could this be justified. Carbaryl and trichlorfon are recommended
in a troubled situation.

Standard prevention will mean treatments are made in June/mid-July. The importance of this treatment is found on
areas that were previously problematic. Mapping these areas from previous years and treating them at this time will
give maximum value. Post application ¼” irrigation is recommended and remember that if thatch/organic matter levels
are high then there will be a loss of efficacy. Neonicotinyls, IGR’s and anthranilic diamides are the best option in this
instance due to their extended residual activity.
Reactive applications early (August) will be made based on population levels in the soil profiles. Certain insects have
threshold numbers and so this is a good way to keep check of them. Neonicotinyls, IGR’s, Carbamates, Diamides and
Organophosphates will be most effective. Again irrigation required post application and close monitoring of conditions
will be crucial to the success of this method.
The final approach is a late season reactive control, which is the one to put the fire out and rescue turf. Damage will
have occurred and is spreading and so preventing the spread is required. A similar process is required to water the
materials in and there is a need to check to see if grubs are still active in the top of the profile and feeding, otherwise it
can be considered a swing and a miss. Neonicotinyls, Carbamates and Organophosphates will be most effective in this
instance.
Weeds:
Dr. Aaron Patton discussed changes in herbicides this year and indicated that there were 3 new products added and one
with a change to its formulation and one with a label addition. 2DQ is a new postemergence product with 2,4D+dicamba+quinclorac. In essence it is going after a huge stable of weeds. The quinclorac is present in a much smaller
concentration than in many of the other quinclorac containing products and this is labelled for bentgrass greens and
tees. Remember it is limited to 2 applications per year due to the fact that 2,4-D is in it.
Last Call is another new post emergence product with fenoxaprop+fluroxypyr+dicamaba in the container. Efficacy with a
broad range of weeds is labelled and the traditional problem of making a stable formulation without antagonism from
the broadleaf product has been solved. This will help when crabgrass has gotten to the 2-4 tiller stage. Not labelled
however for bentgrass putting greens and tees. It will also do an excellent job on clover and ground ivy.
Change UP is a non 2,4-D broadleaf herbicide with MCPA+fluroxypyr+dicamaba. Excellent ground ivy control can be had
and yet again not labelled for bentgrass greens and tees.
Finally the TZONE formulation has been changed to a non solvent based formulation and is now known as TZONE SE. The
one addition to a label occurred with Speedzone which now has goosegrass on control on the label – as always READ
LABELS BEFORE USE.
Locally, broadleaves such as plantain (Picture 4) have been active along with the other standard weeds we see this time
of year.
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Picture 4. Broadleaf plantain active in Chicago this week.

Management strategy:
This week, similar to about this time last year I want to make mention of the Audubon program. In light of the fact that
the GCSAA sent out an email recently indicating support for bill S.2496 against the EPA planned changes in the clean
water act, the issue of the environment is to the forefront once again. The Audubon program is one of the processes
where you can gain a form of certification for the stewardship you carry out on a daily basis which may become a more
powerful tool down the road if the proposed changes occur. Using a spread of best management practices combined
with following requirements for the Audubon status will create a documented pathway in which you are being an
environmental conscientious steward on a daily basis. If the changes occur then this documentation pre law change will
indicate the positive impact that you are creating on your golf course. It might be time consuming today as far as you are
concerned but down the road it may be more than that!
FINALLY!!!
Last weeks picture was a tough one seemingly. It was the impact of winter on the bermudagrass cultivar latitude36 –
and no it didn’t recover. There were some interesting results with that trial however, that plot was sprigged in early
August yet material sprigged two weeks earlier made it through relatively unscathed on the same site – 2 weeks of a
difference is impressively tight! The table didn’t change!
K Sams
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J VerCautren
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This weeks question is related to research – question is – what has left the green areas???

Dr. Lee Miller’s latest report dated 7-17-14 can be found below.
University of Missouri field day is Tuesday July 22nd

http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/update07_17_14.cfm.
As always if you have a question or query please do not hesitate to ask, and you can call or email.
Ed Nangle PhD
Director of Turfgrass Programs
Chicago District Golf Association
11855 Archer Ave
Lemont, IL 60439
P 630.685.2307
C 630.423.1925
Twitter @turfresearch / @cdgaresearchmgr
www.cdgaturf.org
enangle@cdga.org

