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Scouting Report 7-13-14

A week of perfection almost was how we could describe this week. For those of you who had healthy turf starting the
week – the end of the week should have been a great finish despite some rain. Blue skies and excellent temperatures
really made for the best growing week we have had so far this year. Courses that were suffering from some of the heat
and stress of the previous week began to clear up and return to excellent conditions in the Chicagoland area. Further
south there were some stressful conditions early in the week but people are looking forward to next weeks summer
version of the polar vortex as the early part of the week temperatures are predicted to drop back to highs in the 60’s in
Chicago while highs in Carbondale the highs are predicted to top out in the mid to upper 70’s – glorious!
The British Open is next up for many of us to look at and the talk of brown is better will continue, however it is always
easier to do this on sand based soils in weather conditions that are not humid and in temperatures that don’t reach the
90 degree mark… EVER. For us particularly in the northern part of the state it is something to always keep in mind when
thinking about new grass surfaces and long term sustainability of them. One summer doesn’t make a lifetime of putting
surfaces unfortunately. Further to that, there is a course rotation for the British Open and so these courses can take ten
years off before the next Open which is why they can push their greens to extremes unlike daily play courses – it’s not
like we can open for one week of the year! Enjoy the viewing but remember links golf only makes up 5% of the golf
courses across the pond!
Disease pressure has dissipated somewhat this week, though insect damage did start to show up as courses began to dry
out. It seems that bluegrass billbug has made an appearance as a couple of locations failed the tug test. Further to that,
adult Japanese beetles have shown up all over and the seedcorn beetle was also found towards the end of the week.
Finally field day season has reached us, for the very latest in research results they are a great tool to help you make
decisions for that early order program that is surely going to sitting on your desk soon.
Climate:
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Figure 1. Low and high air temperatures, average 2” soil temperatures at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL July 2014 (A
Southwest Chicago suburb)

Temperatures have been excellent this week, a little bit of heat and a little bit of cool – just right (Figure 1). The weather
this past week (Saturday morning accepted) made the memories of a long winter finally disappear for most of us. Some
courses have shade issues now holding final recovery up but the temperatures have not been an issue. Soil
temperatures did creep a little above 80°F but dropped and will continue to drop this week if the weather forecast
holds. The cool down next week that is predicted should not have any negative impact and golf should get a good run of
playing days.
Along with the favorable temperatures, the problem (Saturday morning hurt that) of retaining too much moisture in the
profile had dissipated somewhat. Air movement and a lack of moisture meant that profiles were drying out nicely, while
there were no excess heat levels to stress the plants. Rainfall since 7/4 was almost non existent (Figure 2) and that
relieved some of the concern about soil saturation. The rainfall on Saturday (7/12) did cause flooding although damage
was probably varied as not all areas saw the same intensity of precipitation. The forecast is somewhat mixed going
forward for precipitation though towards the middle of the week we seem to hit another good spell.
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Figure 2. Daily precipitation totals for Sunshine Course, Lemont IL July 2014, (A Southwest Chicago suburb)
Bentgrass greens had somewhat of a shine off them this week, and may superintendents remarked that they were
happy with the conditions and that they know when they are good when they shine. Surfaces were helped by the fact
that there was plenty of light available to be made use of as long as no trees were consuming the favorable
wavelengths. There was no drop below the possible desirable light levels for 5 straight days (Figure 3), and combined
with air movement and somewhat lower temperatures, we could not have asked for anything better.
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Figure 3. Daily light integrals July 2014, at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL (A Southwest Chicago Suburb)

Further down state in Peoria, conditions were equally good. One day where temperatures pushed close to the 90’s but
comfortable temperatures for the rest of the week with nighttime temperatures even dropping into the 50’s to help
stave off the potential for serious disease pressure (Figure 4). Soil temperatures had climbed above 80 also but have
now dropped back. Forecast both there and further south in Carbondale is for a ‘polar vortex’ next week which will
really help the cool season surfaces.
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Figure 4. High and Low air temperatures and 4” soil temperatures, High and Low air temperatures and 4” soil
temperatures, Peoria CC and Peoria, IL late June into early July 2014
There has been a little more moisture further south; however this had dissipated also until this weekend. There is no
sign of the drought that took over last year and hopefully lakes and irrigation ponds are well stocked at this stage. The
costs of water replacement whether it is direct purchase or labor cost is certainly not getting cheaper!
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Figure 5. Precipitation and evapotranspiration, Peoria CC and Peoria, IL July 2014
Disease:
Dollar spot activity continued though pressure decreased somewhat as humidity declined and a breeze was felt most
days this week (Picture 1). The weekend however has humidity and moisture in it and so some pressure can be
expected. Following the weekend weather, temperatures are predicted to fall and should stop up and problems.

E Nangle 7-08-14
Picture 1. Dollar spot activity evident in Chicago this week
There was some residual damage out there and possible pressure from summer patch on one site on bluegrass at a
higher height of cut (Picture 2). The area had not received a preventative application but heat and humidity backing off
meant hat potential for larger scale damage was knocked back.

E Nangle 7-09-14
Picture 2. Possible frog eyes beginning to show on intermediate cut rough on a course in Chicago this week.

On top of the other activity, the extremely wet conditions may have led to some courses seeing a senescence of some
grasses or the increase in heat triggered leaf spot activity (Picture 3). Yellowing of the turf will occur and depending on
the prevailing conditions treatments may be made. The fact it will have cooled off hopefully will push it into a backwards
mode.

E Nangle 7-08-14
Picture 3. Leaf spot activity popped up this week on poa in the Chicago area.
Insects:
Billbugs on Kentucky bluegrass showed up this week (Picture 4). Somewhat similar timing to last year, specific to the
bluegrass the weevil will blow out the base of the sheath as they emerge. Plants will pull directly from the top of the soil
and no roots will be attached. The problem has already occurred unfortunately as the damage shows up in the heat and
the nefarious character has somewhat disappeared. The damage can be found somewhat concentrated as the insect is
not considered to be a great flyer.

E Nangle 7-09-14
Picture 4. The remnants of the bluegrass billbug activity showing up this week on some golf courses.

The seedcorn beetle was also spotted this week. Two black streaks down its back are considered a good ID (Picture 5).
The problem with this is not dramatic but they can build ant like mounds and product may not be effective on them as it
would be on ants. Further information from the BugDoc at Ohio State is in the link below regarding control.

E Nangle 7-10-14
Picture 5. Seedcorn beetle picked up a green surface this week in Chicago
http://buckeyeturf.osu.edu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1341:qantq-mounds-are-not-alwayswhat-they-appear&Itemid=170
The final insect that showed up this week was the Japanese beetle (Picture 6) adult and many superintendents spotted
them all over the region as the twitter feed showed. Skeletonized tree leaf material should start showing up and of
course they are busy burrowing so expect some pressure later in the season.

E Nangle 7-11-14
Picture 6. Japanese beetles roaming around putting greens and golf courses in Chicago this week.
Weeds:
Crabgrass is very evident out there right now while clover flower heads are really apparent on higher heights of turf.
Areas that are suffering weed pressure may need to be decompacted or looked at for some underlying reason in regards
to impediment of turf growth. Further south green kyllinga and nutsedge have appeared – its nice not to have such a
diversity of weeds in the Chicagoland area! One thing I certainly smelled this week was freshly cut wild garlic – the
warmer temperatures are definitely helping the weeds too.

Innovation corner:
This report has something I saw this week that I thought was very innovative. Some courses feel that the cost of the
stand alone TDR meter is high – why not make your own with the other more inexpensive model!

FINALLY!!!
Pennisetum alopecuroides or fountain grass as planted beside the rough will give you some very badly cut plant material
– watch for it spreading via rhizomes, it can be tough to get out. Mr Sams has continued to pull away, though some
people did manage to get all two points to get an extra score this week.
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This weeks picture is more straight forward, what caused this?

Dr. Lee Miller’s latest report dated 7-3-14 can be found below.

http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/update07_03_14.cfm
As always if you have a question or query please do not hesitate to ask, and you can call or email.
Ed Nangle PhD
Director of Turfgrass Programs
Chicago District Golf Association
11855 Archer Ave
Lemont, IL 60439
P 630.685.2307
C 630.423.1925
Twitter @turfresearch / @cdgaresearchmgr
www.cdgaturf.org
enangle@cdga.org

T Anderson 7-11-14
Hard to beat life on a golf course when it’s this good!

