Chicago District Golf Association
Scouting Report 6-22-14
Last week was all about the US Open and how the courses prepared down there for the men, and this week was all
about working around extreme rain events as well as trying to get tournaments of a different nature run. Temperatures
finally hit summer levels and they brought a round of unwelcome storms with them. Disease pressure has certainly
ramped up and while no extreme issues have arisen as of right now, it’s not ideal from a disease standpoint. Conditions
may turn in our favor however at the early part of next week as a bout of cooler temperatures look to set in. Many
courses are saturated however and so roots need to be watched as much as possible. The volumes of water have been
astounding and have left many courses with a lot of cleanup work.
The regional research group also met this week at Purdue University for the annual meeting. Collaborative research
projects involving growth modelling and looking at roadside salt tolerant turf varieties were initiated and discussions on
new measurement techniques for parameters such as soil carbon and digital imaging were discussed. For
superintendents in the southern part of the state, the esteemed Dr. Ken Diesburg announced that he will retire next
year from Southern Illinois University and I am sure he will be sorely missed from both an educational and technical
support standpoint.
Finally, field days are coming up and so do keep an eye out for opportunities to learn and implement new strategies,
especially when we are looking at sustainability issues which may need some creative thinking! Congrats to Mr. D. Dinelli
and his crew for producing an excellent course for the Encompass Championship, I know there was a huge amount of
work carried out to get the course into such excellent shape.
Climate:
Temperatures certainly continued their upward trend this week which of course was combined with some unsettled
weather patterns was not completely ideal. Reports of 6” of rain further west in the state meant that saturated soils are
were somewhat of a concern. Soil temperatures also climbed pretty dramatically with an 8°F change in a 5 day period.
Pushing close to the 80°F mark is not ideal for roots, however temperatures have dropped back somewhat (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. High and Low air temperatures and 2” soil temperatures at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL June 2014 (A
Southwest Chicago suburb)

The Midwest golf house did not experience as much of the precipitation this week as some courses had, indicating the
spatial variability of the storm event. Closer to the Wisconsin border, rain fall amounts were closer to 3” leaving very wet
soggy soils. Reports from further south and west in the country indicated for the past week Kansas City has seen 9.5”
rainfall which I think we can be grateful for missing! The 0.7” seen Tuesday night / Wednesday morning (Figure 2)
however puts the golf house at 3.14” for the month so far which is actually only 1” behind the month’s average for the
city.
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Figure 2. Precipitation for June 2014, Sunshine Course Lemont, IL (A Southwest Chicago suburb)
As we pass the summer solstice and the days now begin to get shorter (Depressing I know), we can see that until we hit
the heavy rainfall and cloudy periods, conditions were pretty good for helping to push bentgrass recovery (Figure 3).
Courses have gotten back to 90% from what I have seen and I expect that hopefully by July 1st conditions should be back
to consistent for many courses. Next week is predicted to be somewhat cooler with moisture so that’s not ideal but who
knows – there is a strong chance that can change!
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Figure 3. Measured daily light integrals and possible ideal light integrals for June 2104 at Sunshine Course Lemont, IL (A
Southwest Chicago suburb).
In the center of the state temperatures also climbed higher, however not to extreme temperatures and so complete
recovery should be close. Maximum soil temperatures at the 4” depth were also warming considerably (Figure 4).
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Figure 4. High and Low air temperatures and maximum 4” soil temperatures at Peoria CC, Peoria IL June 2014
The climb in warm temperatures also coincided with rainfall events with the 19th of June total running up to 0.86”
(Figure 5). In these temperatures, watching for roots’ turning black is a concern, there should be a retraction of some
roots expected at these temperatures and conditions but let’s hope that a cool down comes next week to allow for
some recuperation. Water loss from plants has been consistent but there has been more than enough precipitation to
overcome the natural loss of water through physiological cooling.
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Figure 5. Precipitation and evapotranspiration at Peoria CC, Peoria, IL, June 2014.
Further south in the state, temperatures have really taken a jump with highs in the mid 90’s all week (Figure 6). This has
finally allowed turf managers to clearly find out what bermudagrass has really survived the cold temperatures. Many
cultivars of bermuda took a hit in NTEP trials in Purdue also (Picture 1) so there is unfortunately the sentiment that the
bermuda is still very susceptible to cold damage.
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Figure 6. Low, high and 2” soil temperatures for Hickory Ridge GC, Carbondale, IL June 2014.
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Picture 1. Variability in cold tolerance of bermudagrass was very obvious at the WH Daniel Turfgrass research center,
Purdue University this week.

Despite plenty of moisture being available earlier in the month, it has dried up further south. The hot temperatures and
lack of moisture have been somewhat viable for pushing on zoysia and bermuda growth and hopefully it has helped.
Water loss has been somewhat consistent, although warm season plants do have the ability to tolerate greater loss of
water without loss of canopy (Figure 7).
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Figure 7. Rainfall and evapotranspiration at Hickory Ridge GC, Carbondale, IL, June 2014

Disease:
Currently dollar spot has been the most active and while we have not hit consistent intense conditions for strong disease
outbreaks, there definitely has been activity (Picture 2).
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Picture 2. Dollar spot activity ongoing this week in the Chicago area.
Further to dollar spot activity, the heat and humidity has really caused brown ring patch or Waitea to show itself. The
turf may not die out but as you can see in picture 3, it really does show up clearly.

Credit: J. Purpur
Picture 3. Waitea patch showing up on a golf course in the Chicago area this week.
Finally, spring dead spot was still apparent at Purdue and I would expect that some courses further south are still seeing
these annoying patches (Picture 4), as the recovery has not really begun until recently for some of the courses.

E Nangle 6-20-14
Picture 4. Spring dead spot holding bermudagrass recovery back at Purdue University.

Insects:
While Japanese beetle adults were reported at Argonne Laboratory last week, the picture that came in from the north
shore was startling this week as EAB adults showed up clearly in an active format (Picture 5). They were also spotted on
greens surfaces further west of the Chicagoland area.

Credit: B. Bossert
Picture 5. Emerald Ash Borer Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire that showed up this week on a golf course in Chicago
Weeds:
Weed activity was in full flow this week with crabgrass and many broadleaves apparent in many situations. Control
applications were starting to show effect however and many courses were starting to show the benefits of products.
Management strategy:
This week was an early stress test for your greens. The excess levels of moisture that we have seen along with some high
temperatures will have showed you how you will deal with the summer. We do have a cool down predicted so if you
think you need to pencil tine to try and get oxygen to the roots then this week is the week to have at it. Moisture meters
may have been in full use and educating turfgrass interns was probably in full flow as you show them the ropes when
looking at wind speeds, weather forecast, humidity and how to manage hot spots on putting greens. It is however a
continual process and so one day at a time is the best way to describe it!

FINALLY!!!
Last week threw many off. Pinehurst actually suffered some winter damage and the idea behind the black mesh which
was on show last week, was to heat the canopy and try to get the bermudagrass to fill in even during tournament week!
This week’s picture has a Pinehurst touch to it, but it can occur all over! Mr. K. Sams kept his lead, but Mr. D. Groelle has
kept pace!
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Dr. Lee Millers latest report dated 6-19-14 can be found below.

http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/update06_19_14.cfm
As always if you have a question or query please do not hesitate to ask, and you can call or email.
Ed Nangle PhD
Director of Turfgrass Programs
Chicago District Golf Association
11855 Archer Ave
Lemont, IL 60439
P 630.685.2307
C 630.423.1925
Twitter @turfresearch / @cdgaresearchmgr
www.cdgaturf.org
enangle@cdga.org

