_Chicago District

Temperatures really have taken a turn for the better this week and we bextainlyseen recovery starting to shoot
along as courses have finally began to see bentgrass starting to spread its stolons and fill into areas which were not
seeing recoverjrom direct damage to #aseed banksUnfortunately others have had to put down sod neas that are

now heavily shaded and ultimately would not have recovered into a consistent surface. Disease pressure has been
relatively low, with some dollar spot starting to show, but in general pressure has not been too high. Humidity levels
have droppél off substantially since the early part of the week and with temperatures in the Chicagoland area sitting in
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The central and lower portion of the state did see some heavy rainfallthétistorm that passed through early in the

week and washouts were an issue. For the western part of the state however the rainfall was needed as the drought w
starting to spread west from lowa. The rain that fell in the Chicagoland area was about asraiic as you could ask

for. They would call it a grand soft day in Irelagtthe rain fell in a manner that wet the soil through and in a thorough
manner while not causing large volumes of runofflkX S Y2y i K 2F al @& Sy RSR dzanasin i K 2
the Chicagoland area so we were not necessarily hur@ogrses that had dried out substantially last weekend needed
this kind of rain and it has set them up for hopefully a good month of golf condititopefully it sets up for a good US

Open veek as well as the game looks to get back on track after a slow start to the year.

Sod webworm activity was reported from one site but other than that it has been a quiet week of just getting on with
work ¢ many are delighted to be able to do that!

Climae:

A quick review of May indicated that the Chicagoland area finished ahead of average from the perspective of total
precipitation.Further to that our average cold temperature w&dffnormal and it seems the cold was felt
throughout the month with a low of £Fat the Golf house for May 38wvhich presumably meant frost further north!
Enough of that however as we have seen s@xeellentgrowing conditions again the week just greusly. High skies,
warmertemperaturesand avery useful amount of rainfall meant that turf in surirgreas should have been really
beginning to fill in.

*L C¥fining sunny as an area that sees morning sun and sun until at least 4pm.

Soil temperatures also held steady this week in the mi@ a0d now rather and 1@@ of square feet of damage, | am
seeing sites that are down smallspots that nay eventually need to be sodded/hile temperatures touched close to
the 9C°Fthe drop off has helped sdiémperaturescool downas well (Figure 1).
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2014 (A Southwest Chicago suburb

There was some geographical variability in how the rain came this week. Of course we wesntimglatefulto see
that weR A Rgétitias hardas further south where courses had as muchésf3ain over night. Instead the rain was
thorough soakin@.2% rain which got into the micro as well as the standard macroparéke soil profile(Figure 2)
This wouldhave createdh thorough wetting of the upper profile which was not too much to leave courses wet and
sloppy but enough to sustain rooting and growth for thheay weather that followedThe other noticeable feature
about the precipitation has been its regularity (I know | am jinxing it now), but to get a nicedd.2bnfall every 34
days is ideal in many ways.
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Figure 2. Prepitation for late May into er unéO14, Sunshine Course Lemont, IL (A Southwest Chicago suburb)

We are rapidly closing in on the longest day of the year (Jufie &ad yes | am asking whetet camefrom as well.
Regardless the blue skies we have seah plienty of sun have been idefalr both golfingand growingbentgrass
weather(Figure 3) The lack oPoaactivity in certain sites does seem to indicate that the seed bank was indeed
damaged and so nhow bentgrass is really needed to filtim¢ voids. We did have a slight dipthe week but both
Friday and Saturday had ample amounts of sunlight to ensure aggrgssith from bentgrass. Soil temperatures
would have also benefited from this particuladg the north shorewhere Saturday AM atemperatureswere still only
53°F
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Figure 3Measured daily light integrals and gilsle ideal light integralsom late May into early Junat Sunshine
Course LemoniL (A Southwest Chicago suburb).

Of further interest to some people is the availability of water and hakeMichigan is holding up from the perspective

of depths. Currently somewhat below average there has been a large rebound from a pattern of decline that occurred
from 2010 onwardsThe predictive model indicates that we should get back up above average itinises(Figure 4)

One benefit to the snow and ice | presume!
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Figure 4. Historical and predicted water levels of Lake Michigan and Lake Huron as measured by N®AA on 6

Temperatures further south in Central lllinois were warmer with many of the courses sitting in the Bgim8dow 9@
for most of the week, night time temperatures did push past th&~/@ark for the first time which of course eds to be
watched carefully from a disease standpoint going forward (Figure 5). While disease pressure is avasitimtieen
increased temeraturesthe overriding benefit of growth cannot be discounted yet.
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Figure 5High and low temperatures at Peoria Country Club late May early June 2014, Peoria, IL.

Data from Peoria indicated that rainfall at the site there on Juhetaled 1.2%. The variability in rainfall icaepted of
course and so further south and west in Springfield it was no surprise to see rainfall tip ovemntlhek3or thesame
date which caused some flooding and possibly if coutsgsdzt nivye@éter off quick enough due to drainageuiss,
some death and disease activity with the almost immediate return to wamperatures

Disease:
Activity has started to ramp up this week. Dollar spot has shitself at Sunshine Course and in a lot of other locations

(Picture 1), but as many commentgte loss of humiiy this week was a gredielp from the standpoint of reducing
pressure.

Picur 1. Dollar spactivity at the golfhousethl week.
To add to the diversity of issues thaisealongwith the heat buildup some other issues popped up this week. Type 1
fairy ring showed its face this wkat the sunshine course also. Mostlgwperficialissue, it still is a sign that soil
temperatures arestartingto warmup andthat further issues are not far away (Picture 2).
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Picture 2. Type 1 Fairy ring at Sunshine Counisenteek in Lemont.

The superficial impact issues were in full force this week as yellow patch was active also. Not as aggressive as its relat

brown patch, it still has the ability to leave a mgRicture 3) Turf should grow oudf the issue ands 2 ysOsiain the
problem unless there are extreng@nditions
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Picture 3. Yellow patch active on a gaifirsein the Chicago area this week

Weeds:

Activity is rally starting to ramp up for everything now, reports of crabgrass surfaced last week and its emergence has
been confirmed this weelPicture 4) From what have seen, it is really getting late to put dowospemergence
products as once we get paséd3eaf stagerabgrasill is difficult at best.



