Chicago District Golf Association
Scouting Report 5-25-14
Golf ball sized hail and tropical like rainfalls were not asked for this week – they did however decide to turn up! Courses
either saw direct damage to putting surfaces from the golf ball sized hail or if they avoided that problem, they then took
a deluge of water which measured as much as 1.6” of rainfall in just over an hour. To give you an idea, to put down an
inch of water over 1 acre you need 27,154 gallons of water, so on average golf courses with 100 acres received
2,715,400 gallons of water in less than an hour. That can equate to as much as 1/5 of the total irrigation used annually
for some courses in the area – this occurred in 1 HOUR. If you do not feel that this is incredible then please take me out
to Lake Michigan so I can watch you walk on water.
Once the deluge was done, temperatures and conditions actually turned rather favorably. Chainsaws, contractors and
cleanup were the order of the day, and of course with Memorial Day weekend coming, pressure is really on. Courses
have decided that they cannot wait any longer and people have begun to sod out areas that are sitting there. It’s far
from ideal as there are both short and long term implications, but as people want to get back out golfing then there is
not much choice. Leaf spot has made an appearance and further down state dollar spot has really started to fire.
Recovery should really start in earnest with the temperatures pushing consistently into the 70’s and 80’s though it is also
time to start really checking for disease issues as humidity is going to creep up. It is Memorial Day weekend so the start
of summer is here – hopefully this bumpy start is coming to a rapid finish and we can get back to great golfing
conditions.
Climate:
The start of the week was extremely disturbed with weather holding the rest of the seasonal preparations back for many
courses. Soil temperatures have finally pushed consistently above the 60°F mark (Figure 1) and accordingly roughs have
popped and some recovery has really begun. The only issue for shaded greens now is that tree leaves have emerged and
so if it’s thin looking now it’s going to be a long summer under those areas (Pic 1).
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Figure 1. High and Low air temperatures and 2” soil temperatures at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL April into May 2014 (A
Southwest Chicago suburb)
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Picture 1. Shaded areas on a golf course in Chicago facing a long summer with the shade now formed
So far we have had 5.02” of rainfall for the month of May at the golf house. The monthly average total is 3.7” so to put it
mildly, we are ahead of that! The rainfall has washed away seed that did not establish properly while also caused some
serious soil erosion. The benefits of turf were clearly defined this week though when considering how the water came
down with such intensity (Picture 2)

Precipitation
1.40

Precipiation (In)

1.20
1.00
0.80
0.60
0.40
Precipitation

0.20
0.00

Date
Figure 2. Precipitation for May 2014, Sunshine Course Lemont, IL (A Southwest Chicago suburb)

Credit M. Goatley 5-20-14
Picture 2. The impact of tropical rainfall on soil erosion – even on an area that had a plant – amazing picture to show
how turfgrass is so important in so many ways.
Light saturation points for optimal photosynthesis rates will be updated next week. Following conversations with peers,
the number of 600 µmols / m2 / s1 is actually too low and 800 maybe more appropriate. Therefore the light intensities
we were seeing the 16/17th of May are way below what is needed for optimal photosynthesis rates in creeping
bentgrass. The end of this week however has turned in our favor as we have seen some high daily light integrals which
will definitely favor the bentgrass. If we stay in this format, I think some courses may see a real decrease in total poa on
their putting surfaces as it has not recovered and the light and heat will now hopefully favor bentgrass (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. Measured daily light integrals and possible ideal light integrals at Sunshine Course Lemont, IL (A Southwest
Chicago suburb).

Further down state temperatures took a nosedive late in the week after hitting the 90°F midweek. Soil temperatures
have risen and that should have started to help some recovery for courses on the verge of the busy golf season. For
courses that may have warm season grasses in the center of the state they may finally be starting to see zoysia come out
of dormancy and possibly find out if there is any long term damage (Figure 4).
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Figure 4. High and Low air temperatures and 4” soil temperatures at Peoria CC and in Peoria, Peoria County IL, for May
2014
The other thing to note this week for the central part of the state was the lack of rainfall that occurred this week and in
fact with a total of 1.1” which is only 25% of the annual average of the 4.3”. Let’s hope that the volume picks up
somewhat by the end of the month and we don’t run into a dry period similar to last summer again. There has been
plenty of water lost from plants with over an inch lost in the last week alone (Figure 5).
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Figure 5. Precipitation and evapotranspiration at Peoria CC, Peoria, Peoria County IL, for May 2014
Looking further down state temperatures have really warmed up and hopefully anything that has been in an extremely
hard dormancy will finally break out. Reports of over double digit acres of dead Bermuda turf have surfaced and it is not
pretty. Conversations with other colleagues this week indicated that damage ran all the way down to Memphis and in
some areas, very low cut Zoysiagrass has also taken a severe hit (Figure 6). Soil temperatures look like they will finally

stay above the magical 75°F mark to really get root growth to take off for the warm season grasses and so some serious
recovery should start to be seen.
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Figure 6. High and Low air temperatures and 2” soil temperatures at Hickory Ridge GC in Carbondale IL for May 2014
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The southern part of the state has also dried out as the temperatures have risen over the last week (Figure 7). To date
we have done 4.5” of precipitation for the month of May, which means there is room for more to hit the annual average
of 5.3”. The rise in heat however may be more important than the moisture right now, unless courses are looking to
keep sod wet which is a little bit of a headache.
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Figure 7. Precipitation at Hickory Ridge GC in Carbondale IL for May 2014.
Disease:
Leaf spot has definitely shown up (Picture 3), though a majority of you will disregard its impact as either you have
started on your summer programs or it has caused limited problems for most courses. It is however a sign of things to
come as first reports from further down state indicated that dollar spot is active (Picture 4). It was then also reported on
the south side of the city. Temperature’s this weekend and looking forward with increasing humidity means that disease
pressure should be ramping up and so for preventative programs its about that time to start keying in on timing and
staying clean.
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Picture 3. Leaf spot on samples collected at Sunshine course this week.

Picture 4. A familiar foe has returned this week further down state as dollar spot reared its head.
Credit B. Barnes 5-20-14
Weeds:
Broadleaves are definitely fully active right now and they are visible in many locations. Control has been relatively
successful and no reports of resistance have been reported.
Insects:
Again – no activity to talk about – though do keep an eye on www.gddtracker.net to help with timing issues.

Management strategy:
This week as we have hit Memorial Day weekend, the pressure has mounted to get greens open. Sodding may have
been a forced issue but if it is think about certain things when managing it. Ensure there is sufficient water on the edges
of the turf line – if not you will be battling all summer to keep it down. Mowing the sod down to the preferred playing
heights immediately is not ideal as you may hit scalping issues, rolling may offer more help immediately. Do expect
differences in green speeds as the new turf will need time to tighten in. Possibly try to open sodded areas over
weekends until they have finally established. Try and match sod ecology with new site – so if you have shaded sod, it
would be better to use it in shaded areas and same goes for open sod and open areas. Remember also that the layering
issue will be a problem for a little while and so topdressing will be a help to break that layer and help to tighten edges in.
FINALLY!!!
Firstly – it has been a tough start to the season for many and I have seen some extremely stressed looking people out
there. Try to get a break this weekend and remember that family and tomorrow being another day is more important.
Last weeks question brought only one correct answer and a change in the numbers as I missed one correct answer from
the week before. It was the result of an electrical cable left over winter for Christmas lights on a surface!
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This weeks question is a research type question – what is the equipment in the foreground used for?

Dr. Lee Miller’s most recent report is linked below, dated 05/08/14

http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/update05_08_14.cfm

As always if you have a question or query please do not hesitate to ask, and you can call or email.
Ed Nangle PhD
Director of Turfgrass Programs
Chicago District Golf Association
11855 Archer Ave
Lemont, IL 60439
P 630.685.2307
C 630.423.1925
Twitter @turfresearch / @cdgaresearchmgr
www.cdgaturf.org
enangle@cdga.org

