Chicago District Golf Association
Scouting Report 4-13-14
It’s a record folks – NOAA has reported that this was the coldest winter on record by 0.4 of a degree for the
Chicago area – the last previous record was set in 1903-1904
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/news/display_cmsstory.php?wfo=lot&storyid=101458&source=0
I am guaranteeing that nobody was managing golf courses in the area at the time and I am also fairly sure that
there are no notes on the recovery process – which means, one day at a time and no panicking. Seeding,
watering, fertilizer and covers are the order of the day – of course if you have bentgrass greens then you may be
just fine.
Further reports have come in of dead grass of course (Picture 1 and 2), but also further reports of timing of
issues have come in. Recent conversations indicated that one course manager knew he had the ‘smell of death’
on February 16th when he broke ice. This is remarkable as this was right on the border for Poa annua as he had
counted ice cover to be at 42 days. The smell was not a nice sweet hay smell that is preferred, but the bitterer
version and now famous line ‘smell of death’. The impact on his course has been particularly harsh.
Recovery times of course can only be estimated and are everyone’s focus going forward – mild damage may see
recovery complete by mid-May but from some of my visits I would expect that optimal conditions may not be
possible until early June. A call to the USGA is recommended as well as signing up for their free recovery
webinar here https://www4.gotomeeting.com/register/516939263
The other issue at hand is that our temperatures have not been ideal – some warm conditions have come through
but lows with predicted to be back in the high 20’s / low 30’s conditions are far from ideal for warming up soil
temperatures.

Climate
This past week has offered some benefit to recovery (Figure 1) but as there has been such widespread damage
the recovery will need plenty of time with similar conditions which based on the current forecast is not going to
happen.
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Figure 1. Temperatures for April 2014 at Sunshine Course, Lemont IL (A Southwest Chicago Suburb)
Precipitation has been sporadic – hail was reported Saturday 4/12 on the north side of the city but nothing fell in
the southwest suburbs. So far in April we have had one day of precipitation (Figure 2). Winds however will
impact the top two inches of the soil profile and so irrigation on newly seeded areas will need to continue to aid
recovery.
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Figure 2. Precipitation at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL April 2014.
Central Illinois has had a somewhat different return from winter conditions and is much further along as far as
activity and recovery. Damage from ice was not as bad but the region certainly felt cold temperatures (Figure
3).
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Figure 3. Air temperatures for April 2014, Peoria CC, Peoria, IL.
The precipitation events have had a similar pattern in central Illinois with one single day of heavy rainfall
recorded (Figure 4). More consistent light rains would be beneficial for maintaining moisture in seed beds and
aiding the push for germination. Water loss has been ongoing according to measurements received particularly
as temperatures have increased.
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Figure 4. Water loss and precipitation April 2014, Peoria CC, Peoria, IL.
Southern Illinois certainly did not suffer from periods of extended snow an ice cover. There is some concern
however that due to the extreme temperatures that did reach down to the area with the polar vortex and an
impact of direct kill could exist for courses further down the state. Recovery is under way of course but this will
take time there also.

The drought monitor indicates that for Ag crops soils have sufficient moisture but there is already some
variability around the state. Further West there is a fair amount of drought that may continue to spread East –
lets hope not (Figure 5).

Figure 5. National drought monitor for Illinois. Credit www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu
Disease
In general a majority of the courses I have seen did not suffer terrible disease damage from any of the snow
mold problems. Some pink snow mold (Picture 1) showed up immediately after snow cover disappeared.
Temperatures and drier conditions reduced the impact so large scale damage has not been reported yet. Weather
conditions may not help however this upcoming week as we return to cool and wet.
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Picture 1. Snow mold active on a course in the Chicago area on higher cut turf this week

Further south reports of cool season rhizoctonia or yellow patch have surfaced and as soon as we can get
confirmation we will update on it (Picture 2). The intense rainfall that occurred on April 3rd may not have
helped this situation especially if people were trying to wait on getting out with protective applications.
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Picture 2. Possible yellow patch in central Illinois this week.
Granular protection options on wet surfaces may be an option at this time of year – especially if you are
concerned about heavy tanks on greens surfaces which will leave tracks.
Weeds:
Some clover activity noted this week and there is most likely some other weeds that are starting to shake them
selves. We have hit the crabgrass pre emerge treatment optimum timing with the GDD tracker which is
unbelievably 50 GDD ahead of last year. Embark timer is still a way off and care must be taken with cold
temperatures when applying mefluidide.
Insects:
No activity noted or reported across the state as of right now in regards to insect activity – let’s hope the
extreme cold gave us an extreme kill!

Management strategy:
Funnily enough tree management is something that you may have carried out this work already but it has been
noticeable where I have observed heavy shade how much more impacted turfgrass surfaces were. Winter sun
may be more crucial than summer sun. Lack of heating in areas prolonging snow cover lead to more issues and
will slow recovery which is needed prior to tree leaf emergence. Focusing on tree removal which is causing a
direct problem to turf is great but check that tree lines with an impact from the east and south are looked at most
carefully. The low sun angle is a problem which we cannot do much about in the winter but maximizing the
sunlight may make a difference for a great spring.
Of note – make sure the weather forecast you’re receiving is in very close proximity to your site – it is amazing
the difference that the lake has made to temperatures with 15-20°F of a difference noted between sunshine
course and the north shore this week – astounding and no way helpful for courses up there.
Finally!!!
Everyone worked out the picture was a slit seeder which was being put to good use in an attempt to maximize
seed soil contact.
This week is a little grimmer, but many of you may be dealing with the problem….
WHAT caused this?

The Sunshine Course would like to thank the following this week for their support.
Chad Hauth / Raymond Snyder at Harrells
Brett Ziegler / Craig Sheperd at ProGro Solutions
Scott Spier at Arthur Clesens

Dr. Lee Miller’s most recent report is linked below, dated 04/09/14

http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/update04_09_14.cfm
As always if you have a question or query please do not hesitate to ask, and you can call or email.
Ed Nangle PhD
Director of Turfgrass Programs
Chicago District Golf Association
11855 Archer Ave
Lemont, IL 60439
P 630.685.2307
C 630.423.1925
Twitter @turfresearch / @cdgaresearchmgr
www.cdgaturf.org
enangle@cdga.org

