Chicago District Golf Association
Scouting Report 11-10-13

This week I had the opportunity to interact with the world leading turf scientists to gather knowledge on the
latest on going research around the country. There is a vast amount of work going on and I will discuss it later,
although it seems that warm season grass research is really active currently while a focus on cool season
grasses is related to control of Poa annua or environmental concerns. I am also in the process of visiting with
the associations as they go through their annual meetings process and look forward to meeting many that I
have not been able to interact with so far this year – upcoming events at Medinah CC and Crestwicke CC has
me excited and I hope to see many of you there.
The cool down and stormy weather has left some people with a mess to clean up and as the courses are
saturated on top after rainfall, managers are having to proceed slowly to reduce the potential for creating
even bigger problems such as rutting and extra unneeded compaction. People are definitely starting to focus
on timing of snow mold products and I am hoping to get our trials out on some sites soon. Finally –
Streamsong pictured above – is a place worth visiting!
Climate:
Not having a the opportunity to look at the weather data for Peoria over the last two weeks means I ran quick
numbers this week for October. Precipitation for the month was ahead of average which helped somewhat to
refill the loss during the summer. Temperatures were exactly on average for the month indicating that the
cool down has come for central Illinois (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Average temperatures and precipitation for October compared to 2013 recorded values.

The precipitation for the year has been very bookended and this pattern is seen clearly in data from Central
Illinois (Figure 2). The dry summer did lead to extra cost with water and also forced managers to turn off the
water completely. The intensity of the spring and recent precipitation means that in actual fact numbers for
the year to date are just about on the average number of 30.9 inches.
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Figure 2. Annual monthly precipitation averages and 2013 precipitation totals for Peoria IL.
November so far has also seen that downward trend in Central Illinois (Figure 3) and frost has certainly been
apparent for many courses. Managing tee times for courses still open is going to be impacted by frost delays
and the potential for much greater long term damage from walking on hard frosts is now becoming higher.
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Figure 3. Maximum and minimum temperatures for November 2013 at Peoria CC, Peoria County IL
Anyone who has followed the drought monitor information will notice that the drought issues are receding
pretty quickly. This week the problem was helped in Central Illinois where almost 1 inch of precipitation came
down – ET was potentially 0.3 inches for the week and so the turfgrass rootzone and canopy were getting
replenished (Figure 4).
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Figure 4. Precipitation and water loss (ET) November 2013 at Peoria CC, Peoria County IL
At Sunshine course temperatures were jumping around somewhat with hard frosts noted along with days
where temperatures failed to drop below 45°F (Figure 5). Frost was also hanging around in shaded areas for
extended periods as well. Soil temperatures have been a little up and down but for the most part soil
temperatures are good for the time of year.
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Figure 5. Soil, maximum and minimum air temperatures at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL November 2013
Precipitation did occur at golf house this week also and 1.18 inches came down in total (Figure 6). The
rootzone will have to be in better shape now for many guys. As long as the rain doesn’t continue to be a
soaker we are in good shape with no potential for soil borne issues.
Light levels have continued to be extremely low in light of the increased cloud cover and the fact the sun
angles are in all likelihood now playing a role on the data (Figure 7). The lack of light combined with the wet
conditions is going to really favor Poa.
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Figure 6. Precipitation at Sunshine Course, Lemont IL, November 2013
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Figure 7. Light levels at Sunshine Course, Lemont ILL, November 2o13
Disease:
The hard frost is more inclined to cause physical damage now in the early morning hours prior to warming
from sunlight. There has been no activity of any other issues noted or reported this week. Many
superintendents have begun to pull the trigger on snow mold materials with grass growth now at a stand still.
Snow cover may occur this week but it is not predicted to stick on the turf – that being the case there is still
some time to get product such as a systemic/contact combination out on greens if you’re pushing the limits.
Insects:
Insects have also all but disappeared. Its actually time now to start looking at models and in particular the CDD
tracker and keeping an eye on it going into next year. The system has been successful but it does not send out
alerts directly so you must consult it regularly to make sure you are keeping up with the timing of the model. It
can be found here: http://www.gddtracker.net/

Weeds:
Similar to last week annual grasses and broad leaves are making a disappearing act (Picture 1).

Management Strategy:
Just a short note this week about snow mold controls. Remember that you want a residual effect for as long as
possible so timing the application is crucial. If you are making a second application then it allows for some
more freedom of course. There may be early infection going on so pushing your control tight against major
snow cover may be too late. The other issue is length of snow cover which is of course always unpredictable –
however at minimum one application of control is needed in the northern part of the state – further down
state this may not be so important. If you are putting down a cover however there is a requirement to have
fungicides down – as preventing ice damage may work but covers will create moist ideal disease forming
conditions.
Research:
This week I was the student learning about all the latest and greatest ideas. There were three or four main
points of interest. It seems as methiozolin ‘Poa cure’ has been successful in many trials across a broad region
with initial results in many poster sessions being very promising. Long term results are still not completely
defined but as of right now the general consensus is a positive one. Of interest was the selectivity which the
University of Georgia found may be site specific within the plant. Rates of the product requiring 50% injury in
Poa and Tall fescue were 1.49 lb ac-1 and 4.56 lb ac-1. In perennial rye, creeping bentgrass, kentucky bluegrass
and red fescue the same damage was noted at rates of the product >6.00 lb ac-1. Therefore the rate specificity
will add to safety of the product. Their study did not have multiple cultivars of each species so there may be
some variation but as of right now – all clear! There was also no metabolism noted up to 7 days in any species
tested.

Of interest with grass blends – University of Minnesota has come up with a new model that has the potential
for offering more precision as the variety blends that could allow for optimization of yield – either via
reduction or increase – so maybe of use in roughs that have been too thick/light on grass cover. Research from
Rutgers indicated that hard fescue Festuca brevipila R. Tracey which had the fungal endophyte Epichloe
festucea tended to have a much higher level of disease resistance compared to progeny which tested negative
for the presence of the endophyte. This is a first investigative report on the issue but it could something to
seriously consider down the road. Research from Rutgers also indicated that anthracnose severity was
significantly reduced when N and K were applied. Greater ratios of N:K were also better than lower ratios (1:1
> 4:1). Potassium carbonate and Potassium nitrate were used at N:K ratios of 1:1, 2:1 and 4:1 were used in the
study on Poa annua putting green turfgrass. Thatch collapse disorder was characterized at Pennsylvania State
and the problem is caused by Spahaerobolus stellatus which it seems is very similar to the fungus isolated
from mulch. Michigan State reported that applications of trinexapac ethyl significantly alter hormones other
than gibberellin and possibly enhancing drought stress responses in creeping bentgrass.
There were a vast array of other pieces of research so – if you have specific questions please don’t hesitate to
ask and I can investigate if there is any new information on your topic of interest.
Leaf fall has been really intense over the last week (Picture 2).
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Dr. Lee Miller’s most recent report is linked below dated 10-21-13

http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/update10_21_13.cfm

As always if you have a question or query please do not hesitate to ask, and you can call or email.
Ed Nangle PhD
Director of Turfgrass Programs
Chicago District Golf Association
11855 Archer Ave
Lemont, IL 60439
P 630.685.2307
C 630.423.1925
Twitter @turfresearch
www.cdgaturf.org
enangle@cdga.org

