Chicago District Golf Association
Scouting Report 9-8-13
‘Finish strong’ may be the quote of the moment. Many of you have had a great summer and really gotten through
unscathed or relatively compared to the last three years. Golf may have declined a little after the holiday and you are
either in the middle of aeration or getting close to it. I think however it is time to consider that finishing strong and
making sure that none of the aggressive dollar spot that can pit quickly here in the fall in Chicago takes hold. Along
similar lines ensuring that you have all materials for snow mold protection in the barn or at least plans to put them there
may be also a good idea – summer has been too nice so winter might have the returning bite!
In saying that, the turn towards fall and cooler temperatures will have many of you exhaling and looking forward to
other activities such as education seminars, networking events and getting the work week to somewhere under 60
hours! It is also a time of year to look back on how you went through the year and what adjustments you think you will
need to make note of going into next year. Drainage maybe one area that many people will look at while irrigation
systems may be another!
Climate:
While many of us are relieved that weather has broken somewhat, concern is still there on my end regarding a couple of
issues. Despite the fact that rain was plentiful in the end of August with reports of 1-2.5” coming in from around the
north eastern part of the state, on average, August was the third driest month on record. This impact has been sorely
felt in Central Illinois where evapotranspiration values were up to 7.8 inches but the weather provided a total of 0.6
inches of precipitation (Figure 1). The problem with this relates to how healthy aquifers are and whether or not this is
going to become a long term trend. It may look like the drought monitor is not too bad (Picture 1) – but remember this
picture compared to twelve months ago – not a great comparison really!
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Figure 1. Rainfall and measured evapotranspiration for Peoria, Central Illinois, August 2013

Picture 1. National drought monitor comparisons from September 4th 2012 (Left) and September 2nd 2013 (Right).
Credit: National Drought Monitor http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/archive.html
The northern part of the state for the month of August was equally dry but as I said many have benefited from late
rainfall at the end of the month. The other benefit when we look at 30 year averages for August is the measured cool
temperatures (Figure 2). Throughout the whole month, cool overnight temperatures were below average virtually all the
way through the month except the end, which was short lived and followed with cooling rains – that is the reason for
the virtual non existence of root diseases in what has been a great summer. Soil temperatures never got much above 80
degrees on average either (Figure 2).
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Sunshine Course (Lemont - a southwest Chicago suburb)
Figure 2. Soil temperatures, maximum and minimum temperatures and 30 year averages at Sunshine Course, Lemont, IL
August 2013
This week temperatures were still warm (Figure 3), but for many of you have are in control of your water situation this
was just fine, it also meant that anyone who did poke holes has gotten good recovery and the expected weather this
week will allow for continued aggressive recovery from damage with many courses looking to be back in great condition
by the start of next week
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Sunshine Course (Lemont - a southwest Chicago suburb)
Figure 3. Temperatures at Sunshine Course, Lemont, Illinois September 2013.
Light intensities seem to have declined from a total daily value compared to early in August when we were seeing >50
mol / m2 / d1 (Figure 4). This along with temperatures will mean that the growth push will return if we up water
amounts. Lack of water is our only form of natural regulation right now and some managers did comment this week that
the rain really thickened up the rough again. The decline in total values is most likely linked to the change in sun angle
and decrease in day length. The intensity of the sun has not changed however.
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Figure 4. Irradiance values at Sunshine Course, Lemont, Illinois September 2013.
Rainfall for September has been non existent and the humidity levels (Figure 5), have been down as well. This has really
put a push for supplemental irrigation, although again it allows for control and with temperatures being comfortable
stress on turf is not as bad as it could be. The humidity is still sufficient for some disease development along with the
temperatures so again do not think you are free and clear form problems. The overall impact has resulted in some
separation of dew point and air temperature but there is still potential for guttation water forming on the leaf surfaces.
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Figure 5. Average daily relative humidity values at Sunshine Course, Lemont, Illinois September 2013
As I mentioned weather in central Illinois has been very difficult with temperatures still managing to reach 90°F or above
on two occasions this week (Figure 6).
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Peoria CC, Central Illinois
Figure 6. Maximum and minimum air temperatures September 2013, Peoria CC, Peoria County, IL
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Water loss has continued for the most part through the month via transpiration (Figure 7), and thus rain is becoming a
must. Some golf courses may have had to buy water or start to cut it off to certain areas in conservation efforts.

Peoria CC, Central Illinois

Figure 7. Daily evapotranspiration rates and % relative humidity August 2013, at Peoria CC, Peoria County, IL

Disease:
As I talked about, it is getting towards the end of the season but that does not mean we are free and clear from
problems. The aggressive dollar spot that appears at the end of the season has again turned up (Picture 2).
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Picture 2. Dollar spot damage at a Chicago area golf course this week.
Pythium was reported earlier in the week (Picture 3) but nothing of major concern as I believe many people had use a
preventative type of product ahead of the stressful conditions that we had prior to the rainfall the week before. There
may have been a little stress put on turf this week due to core aerification and of course the unfortunate disruption but
its crucial to ensure that you have gotten the greens opened up to allow oxygen down into the rootzone and gain
recovery ahead of winter with an eye on next year.

T. White 9/1/13
Picture 3. Pythium spp. active on a golf course in the Chicago area this week.
No other problems other than a possible resistance issue have popped up. If this does get confirmed we will report on it
next week.

Insects:
Many superintendents commented that they have not seen problems so far and hopefully it continues. Expected issues
to arise now are maybe going to be later in the season. Possible reasons for the lack of issues may be due to a knock on
effect from last year with the drought actually having an impact on egg laying overall! Other reasons may be down to
the fact that prior to the very dry August we were in a relatively good state in terms of spoil moisture. This may have
reduced insect migration from houses on golf courses without irrigation systems to wetter soils on the irrigated golf
course.
Weeds:
Superintendents are indicating that they are beginning to make treatments to the broadleaves that have shown up.
Some weeds such as broadleaf plantain Plantago major are seeding right now (Picture 4) and so it really is time to try
and get a handle on some of the problems.
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Picture 4. Caplets of already dispersed broadleaf plantain Plantago major turning up in clippings this week.
Management strategy:
This week I had the chance to visit Kishwaukee College and meet with Peter Leuzinger. We had an interesting
conversation and one topic that popped up is something that has arisen a few times this year which affects some of you
more than others. The status of your course as an Audubon sanctuary (Picture 5) is hugely important. Many times I meet
superintendents who know the value of the status and how significant it is to the industry as environmental stewards.
The paperwork can be time consuming but the ability to be ahead of the game as far as dealing with environmental
concerns is an imperative to you. There are some downsides in regards to the work required to maintain status that may
take you away from course maintenance, but the upside cannot be underestimated. Utilizing the status to create
favorable publicity for the golf course industry is always useful. Investigate possibilities where you think you can do
simple things to enhance the reputation you already have as a course manager as we go into winter down time and try
to create a plan for next year to get certification – day to day it may not feel like you are doing anything but on a bigger
picture – you can always be important maintaining status.
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Picture 5. Audubon Sanctuary at Kishwaukee College, Dekalb, IL.
FINALLY!!!!
Last week was caused by an issue we had talked about recently. Cicada killers had decided to dig into the exposed sand
between the green surface and cup – which caused a BIG playability problem!
K. Sams has reinforced his lead at the top of the table!
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This week is not caused by a ‘living’ issue but I would be interested to see what everyone thinks it is. Answers to
enangle@cdga.org

Dr. Lee Miller’s most recent report is linked below dated 9-5-13

http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/update09_05_13.cfm.
As always if you have a question or query please do not hesitate to ask, and you can call or email.
Ed Nangle PhD
Director of Turfgrass Programs
Chicago District Golf Association
11855 Archer Ave
Lemont, IL 60439
P 630.685.2307
C 630.423.1925
Twitter @turfresearch
www.cdgaturf.org
enangle@cdga.org

PS – A colleague of ours had a classic ‘visitor’ this week. Surprisingly no one ‘claimed’ the visitor…..
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