Chicago district golf association
Scouting report 8-18-13

Its come and gone!! The date that many of you look towards as being the start of the end of another season, August 15th
passed without so much as a whimper and hopefully that does not come back to bite us in September. This week was
somewhat hectic from the standpoint of traveling to the world class Hancock Center at Michigan State University to see
the fine research they are working on there and I will discuss later. The other interesting event this week was the
involvement that some of us had with potential future industry leaders. In an excellent initiative I have to give credit to
the First Tee for their partnership with John Deere and the creation of the experience ‘Careers on Course’. This week we
had 24 young people who had little background in any facet of the turfgrass and golf industry interact with
superintendents, clubhouse managers, golf pro’s and general managers at the Golf House and Cog Hill CC. Their intrigue
in the positions and opportunities that the golf industry as a whole affords them was refreshing and despite the doom
and gloom about student numbers and turfgrass programs, potential to attract and educate people into the industry is
there if these programs continue down the road.
How you handle the end of season cultural practices will help you recover for what should have been a busy golfing
summer. Managers have said they have been very busy play wise and it does seem in weather like this that should be
the case. Therefore getting the greens aerified is going to be on many peoples minds, however hopefully you have a set
date and this has been fixed earlier in the year – don’t let it float and get caught out!

Climate:
Despite the fact we have gone past August 15th and it seems that we are in great shape for the rest of the year; the
weather forecast does not necessarily want to cooperate. Predicted temperatures this week may hit 90°F towards the
end of the week. The sentiment is that the weather which the southwest experienced leading to extreme temperatures
may have an impact on the Midwest. That may not mean days at 113°F but it will mean a little bit of discomfort. No real
rainfall is predicted with the exception of Thursday which is of help as far as diseases but the fact we have been dry for
the most part since the start of the month will mean that many of you will be grabbing wetting agents, poking some
holes and turning up the alert levels for problems. It does also coincide with the time that we will see insect damage – so
hopefully you have been scouting for problems there as well. From the week just passed – I think we can say consistency
has been the word of the week. Temperatures were on the extreme end of low this week for August and I think that
while 48°F is an impressive number – I don’t believe it to be as bad as 36°F in Northern Wisconsin for the same period.
The benefit to this run of cool temperatures (Figure 1) is of course that white fresh roots are appearing and grass is
looking excellent everywhere – that may change a little towards the end of the upcoming week.
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Sunshine Course (Lemont - a southwest Chicago suburb)
Figure 1. Temperatures at Sunshine Course, Lemont, Illinois, August 2013
Rainfall has been intermittent to light at Sunshine Course (Figure 2) and many managers have indicated that their
evapotranspiration (ET) rates have been high. Water loss has not coincided with extreme temperatures but drought
levels have been increasing from the western part of the state (Picture 1).
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Sunshine Course (Lemont - a southwest Chicago suburb)
Figure 2. Precipitation at Sunshine Course, Lemont, Illinois, August 2013

Picture 1. National Drought Monitor record of drought in Illinois, August 2013. Credit www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu

The lack of water does allow for control of soil moisture which many superintendents tend to like. The control allows for
options of applying deep irrigation once or twice a week and following that with maintenance type events through the
week including hand watering. This offers a lot of control to the situation and as long as humidity doesn’t build up too
high there is some safety in irrigating without the worry of creating pythium conditions.
Up until August 14th we had a remarkable run of consistency from a sunlight standpoint (Figure 3). Total daily values
were around 31-34 mol m2 d1. This is just about the right amount of light we want to see on a daily basis and I believe
strongly contributed to ideal growing conditions this week.
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Figure 3. Irradiance values at Sunshine Course, Lemont, Illinois, August 2013
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The loss of water through high rates of transpiration was also linked to lower humidity levels and our extreme periods
were generally lower which kept us away from problem diseases other than dollar spot (Figure 4). Turfgrass managers
have also tried to extend application timings and there has been success with some people getting 21 days – like it says
on the label!!
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Figure 4. Total daily hours above 90% humidity, August 2013, at Sunshine Course, Lemont IL
Further down in the state temperatures were equally enjoyable and managers have not reported to many problems
(Figure 5). Night time temperatures were not as low but lows in the 50’s are still great! The comment I thought that
resounded the most to me this week was that it has been the best summer in 30 years. The area has dried out as well
and rainfall has been light to inconsistent in the Peoria area (Figure 6). The rate of ET has touched close to 0.2 inches
three days this week in Peoria and this has been a large driver for the drying out of the golf courses and particularly the
top 2 inches of the soil profile (Figure 7).
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Figure 5. Maximum and minimum air temperatures August 2013, Peoria CC, Peoria County, IL
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Figure 6. Daily rainfall events August 2013, at Peoria CC, Peoria County, IL
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Figure 9. Daily evapotranspiration rates and % relative humidity August 2013, at Peoria CC, Peoria County, IL

Diseases
This week diseases have again centered around one – and the one being dollar spot (Picture 2)
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Picture 2. Dollar spot being very problematic for turfgrass on a Chicago area golf course this week
Insects:
Limited insect problems have been reported this week – but I have a sensation that problems will arise in the next
couple of weeks as we get hot again and begin to dry out. Some managers did actually have some damage from the
cicada killers we talked about last week. Many managers said they leave them alone however – which seems to be the
general sentiment as they do not stay around for too long.
Weeds:
I have noticed prostrate knotweed Polygonum aviculare starting to emerge with some ferocity (Picture 3). Reports on
spot treatments are coming in and managers are starting to tire of looking at the problem. I believe that many people
have said they are just about at the end of their control periods so the break through is expected. A range of products
offer control but once the weed is established control is difficult and remember to rotate to help with possible
resistance build up. The weed is considered an indicator weed and so damaged, poor quality soil conditions.
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Picture 3. Prostrate knotweed.

Management strategy:
This week from a management strategy standpoint I am going to talk a little bit about technology and how we are now
using it heavily on courses. Twenty years ago the latest and greatest technology was centered around new fungicides,
some new mowers and potential products for Poa annua control – we are still talking about the last one!!
Today we have moved on and the technology is not centered on the course specifically. Technology now centers on
information and how quick we can get our hands on it and more importantly – what can we do with it! Smart phones
which have twitter feeds are becoming normal where five years ago the word twitter was obsolete! The change has
meant instant feedback – good and bad – and has allowed managers to connect directly with industry. Its not one day I
don’t see someone posing a question about technology, management strategy, climate or other general turf questions.
The response can have good, great and non sensical ideas of course, but the point is that there is a range of ideas to pick
and choose from and almost instantly.
How we use the information is another story and to that end we have been working on material here at Golf House to
help with course management. Google has an online set of forms that allow questions to be posed and answered on
touch screens in tablets and smart phones and what we would like to do is get clusters of managers together by
geographic locations to help.
The idea would be that as you ride the course EVERY morning, you would answer various questions about your course.
The questions would include, mowing yes/no? rolling yes/no? Product applied yes/no? If yes – what product etc. The
twenty questions would be answered in the early AM and then could be accessed from one central location where
information can be disseminated to keep everyone on top of their course conditions. It’s simple and easy to use –
especially if I can actually design it!! If you are interested in getting the test document please let me know so we can
refine it for next year and put technology to use for your golf course! Contact me at enangle@cdga.org
Research:
This week I had the opportunity to visit the Hancock Research Center at Michigan State University. The facility was
excellent and I really though some excellent topics were covered this year.
Dr. Vargas made some very valid statements about the combination products and how are we going to be able to rotate
chemistries if everything is already in the package – I would think that’s a fair argument! He had success with a range of
dollar spot control products on greens height Poa annua as long as timing was kept in check (Picture 4).

Picture 4. Dollar spot control with a range of products on Poa annua surfaces at Michigan State University

Nancy Dykma talked about irrigation practices and how irrigating at 10pm (But not earlier) on a nightly basis is not a bad
idea for dollar spot incidence. Her argument comes from the idea that possibly keeping soil moisture more consistent
helps plants stay out of stress while also helping favorable microbial activity. Further to that and possibly more
important, at 10pm, guttation has usually formed – and there is an argument that this water favors disease
development strongly. The idea that the guttation water can be knocked of the leaf surface at 10pm for a period of time
maybe very important from a disease stand point on cultivars considered to have better disease tolerance (Which many
of you may laugh at!) – Also somewhat controversial from a management standpoint (Picture 5)!

Picture 5. Bentgrass fairway plots that were irrigated daily at 10pm in a Michigan State University trial.
Paul Giordano talked about bacterial etiolation and decline on bentgrass and how he has dealt with it during his PhD
work. Paul has found that applications of a type II growth regulator significantly enhanced the problem and felt that
applications of chlorothalonil and acibenzolar provided the most benefit. This is still somewhat unsubstantiated so I am
not sure if the final results will confirm the hypothesis – we wait and see. Paul also indicated that this year he found
most success with recreating the problem in the field and that he was able to do this on newly sodded turfgrass.
Aaron Hathaway talked about Poa control products and he stated he was happy with Poa Cure product but he also
thought that keeping nitrogen lean in combination with the product was beneficial.
Finally, Emily Merewitz, new faculty at MSU is working on trinexapac ethyl applications and hormonal changes in
Kentucky bluegrass in the newly developed lab at the field facility. This could be very interesting information for many of
us using biostimulants which may include hormones as part of the product. We also had the opportunity to see the
newly renovated lab facility on the site and this will allow for more precision on site with sample analysis.

FINALLY!!!
1 K. Sams
7
2 K. Goss
7
3 T. White
6
4 D. Davis
5
5 B. Thompson
4
6 K. Peterson
4
7 J. Anderson
3
8 J. VerCautren
3
9 B. Bossert
3
10 D. Groelle
3
11 A. Palos
3
And our league table seems to be down to two!

Last week as many of you noted was the dreaded fuel line spill. The most common way to repair as we saw is where
digging material out and replacing it is about as good as it can get. If you are very very quick maybe a liquid charcoal
drench can wash some of the material out – though usually this is more successful with oil based issues.
This week is a little more difficult – what is CAUSING this?? Answers to enangle@cdga.org
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Dr. Lee Miller’s most recent report is linked below dated 8-8-13

http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/update08_08_13.cfm
As always if you have a question or query please do not hesitate to ask and you can call or email.
Ed Nangle PhD
Director of Turfgrass Programs
Chicago District Golf Association
11855 Archer Ave
Lemont, IL 60439
P 630.685.2307
C 630.423.1925
Twitter @turfresearch
www.cdgaturf.org

