November 18, 2011 Scouting Report – Snow Is Up Next: Weekly Updates Conclude, Winter
Conferences and Education Begin and Tim ends by saying “Winter Research Project”
Chicago/Northern Illinois Update: Derek Settle - e DSettle@cdga.org Blog www.cdgaturf.org
It’s cold. In a week we saw nights drop to 20˚ F, their lowest yet on Sunshine Course. We’ve
now stopped field scouting as the growing season has ended. The basis of the weekly Scouting
Report is to keep superintendents abreast of what we see and do. In 2011 we wrote a total of 36
reports which ran from 18 Mar to 18 Nov. Diagnostics: Using an education with an emphasis on
plant pathology I said things like Tufts, Rings, Spots, Patches and in this difficult summer I said
Kitchen Sink. Research: Some E=MC2 (energy equal to mass times the speed of light squared).
Actually, it’s just turf but it is complicated and can be difficult to understand as it encompasses
genetics, plant science, entomology, plant pathology, weed science, and plant physiology. This
year some of what Tim had to say included, Agrostis stolonifera, Poa annua, Poa pratensis,
Festuca arundinacea, Digetaria spp., Zoysia japonica, Sclerotinia homoecarpa, Rhizoctonia
solani, Waitea circinata var. circintata, Sclerophthora macrocarpa, and Photorespiration.

On Monday Sunshine Course had a dormant look. Most trees are leafless. A Kentucky bluegrass
rough is more brown than green and bentgrass has begun looking reddish-purple. Settle 11-14-11
Weather: We look at weather daily to understand effects on pest development, plant physiology
and overall environmental conditions. I said things like ET, High T, Low T, Soil T, Inches, and
in this growing season I said Flood. We’re about to say Snow and so the Scouting Reports now
conclude. Thank you for your support in 2011 as we really needed it. P.S. Enjoy your holidays!
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Weather Review – Overall we enjoyed gradual autumn period during November. The month
could have been a lot colder, but was not. Of 17 days, only 8 have felt freezing temps so far.

Dropping Temps: Still, No Snow Forecast For Thanksgiving
Nov 17 is now our lowest temp of Fall
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Sunshine Golf Course (Lemont - a southwest Chicago suburb)

Wintry weather including accumulating snow draped over 1,600 mile swath from the
Rockies to the Upper Great Lakes by Tom Skilling, WGN meterologist, Nov 19, 2011
“While temperatures warmed in Chicago and over the central and southern Midwest, reaching 51
at Midway and O'Hare, 59 at St. Louis and 60 at Topeka, Kansas, it was wintry weather making
news farther north. Accumulating snow was reported within a 1,600 mile swath from Montana
and Idaho east to Lake Huron.” red = 0 to 5 inch; orange = 5 to 10 inch; green 10 to 20 inch
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Off-Season Meetings Began – Penn State Golf Turf Conference, Nov 15 to Nov 17, 2011
Tue, Nov 15
1) The Year in Review, Stanley Zontek
2) Detailing Your Course for a Fine Look, Mark Kuhns
3) What’s New with Fairy Ring, Mike Fidanza PhD
4) Why So Many Annual Bluegrass Weavel Control Failures, Danny Kline
Wed, Nov 16
1) Putting Green Turf Under Stress: What to do Next? Steven McDonald
2) Golf Course Staffing, Hiring, and Training, Bruce Williams
3) Winter Injury 101: Causes and Mitigation, Michelle DaCosta PhD
4) A Season of W’s, Weird, Wild, and Waitea, Derek Settle PhD
5) Pennsylvania Turfgrass Council Membership Meeting, Matthew Shaffer
6) Strategies for Improving Water Use Efficiency and Turf Performance, M. DaCosta PhD
7) Negotiating for Success, Bruce Williams
8) Internship Reports, select Penn State Two-Year Program students
Thu, Nov 17
1) Dollar Spot Resurgence, Resistance, and Other Problems, John Kaminski PhD
2) Herbicide and PGR Research Update, Jeffrey Borger
3) Programmatic Poa Control, Kyungmin Han
4) An Update on NFL Standards, Andrew McNitt PhD

In March Dr. Mike Fidanza was a guest speaker for the Midwest Association of Golf Course
Superintendents in Wheaton. Representing PennState, he arrived to educate superintendents on
fairy ring and spray nozzles. We also used time together to plan a USGA-funded study to
investigate alternatives to fungicides for fairy ring. The research includes 3 locations
Pennsylvania (Fidanza), Idaho (Wetzel) and the CDGA. Recent summers have been very warm,
and accordingly fairy ring (type I and II) activity has increased on Chicago greens. Settle 3-1-11
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CDGA Fall Board Meeting – Bryn Mawr Country Club, Lincolnwood, IL , Nov 17, 2011
Turf Program presented some year-end summary information. Here are some of those details.

On‐Site Diagnostic Visits in 2011
July 22‐23 flooding badly affected north suburbs
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Diagnostic: On-site diagnostic visits by Dr. Derek Settle to rule out plant pathogens were in
strong demand for 2nd year in a row. Compared to mild summers of 2008 and 2009 (each saw
about 50) both summer 2010 and 2011 saw double that number. Season 2011 tallied 90 on-site
visits. Collaborative relationship with Ty McClellan of USGA continues to work nicely. When
not disease, numerous referrals were directed from Derek/CDGA to Ty/USGA for his expertise.

2011 Sunshine Course Research
Each study with 3‐4 replications
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Sunshine Course Research: With Tim Sibicky managing turfgrass research, 11 total studies
occurred on Sunshine Course. Primarily we test newer fungicide products, but we also conduct
herbicide research, fertilizer research, and we have an extensive amount of turf variety trials.
Other Research: Additionally there were another 8 research studies off-site. Research locations
(and number of studies) included: Cog Hill Golf and Country Club (1), Biltmore Country Club
(2), North Shore Country Club (4), and Shoreacres (1). Non-replicated tests were conducted at
Aurora Country Club (1), Biltmore Country Club (1), and Coyote Run Golf Course (1).
Page | 4

59th Midwest Turf Clinic & Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents, MAGCS
Medinah Country Club, Medinah, IL, Wed, Nov 16
Curtis Tyrell, superintendent/host
Wed, Nov 16
1) Year in Review, Dan Sterr, MAGCS President
2) Ryder Cup Preparations, Curtis Tyrell
3) Everyday Championship Agronomy, Tim Moraghan
4) Putting Green Firmness – preparations for a professional competition, Paul Vermeulen
Oh, and Tim took great notes!
Tim Sibicky attended Midwest Turf Clinic with Carl Hopphan, CDGA Foundation
Curtis Tyrrell talked about the renovations process and his preparations for 2012 Ryder
Cup. Before the renovation, Curtis began with 7 USGA greens and 12 native soil greens. The
native soil greens varied in amounts of topdressing sand built up over the years. The native soil
greens were completely rebuilt to match the USGA specifications. Meanwhile the existing 7
USGA greens were given surface renovation. For seeding they used a 70% OO7 plus 30%
SR1119. Fairways were also converted to the same creeping bentgrass blend, but on fairways
they also included a low level of SR7150 colonial bentgrass. Curtis felt SR1119 was fast
establishing and noted the OO7 for having "tremendous density and great color". He thought the
SR1119 has a better hold through establishment although the OO7 did well too. The dates of
seeding were August 29 to September 10, 2009.
Paul Vermeulen shared much of the data collected from tournaments around the country and
what it means. He brought up several good points with the importance of understanding the
firmness of putting greens and what it means to the golf course setup process. “Firmness” of
greens cannot be manufactured and there are no specific daily target recommendations.
Understanding firmness is important to avoid inappropriate conditions for the scheduled event at
hand. Like the stock market changes so does firmness. Firmness of greens is never flat/static,
they are either increasing (softening) during and immediately after rainfall/irrigation, or they are
decreasing (firming) as things dry out with “time”. Time remains the operative word/limiting
factor for firmness, but firmness can be managed to a degree when you remember this fact. It all
boils down to water, that is what superintendents have control of under ‘dry’
conditions. Irrigation management practices make all the difference and, until hand watering is
utilized, overhead irrigation will cause firmness to plateu sooner. Furthermore, the two are
different in the speed at which the water is applied. Paul used the example of running 6 irrigation
heads on a green to apply 250 gallons of water, versus a guy handwatering with a hose to apply
125 gal in the morning and 125 gal in the evening will yield much better results. Same amount
of water, very different response. More water = softer and there is correlation between moisture
and firmness, but not entirely. Through careful water management and spot application as
needed on greens, dry spots become soft spots and wet spots tend to get firmer. Often times
when members start seeing hoses out on the greens their perception is that that you are slowing
conditions down, softening the greens, but it is quite the contrary. That perception can be
difficult to overcome. Paul records stimp meter readings in the morning and then in the evening
(before maintenance). He also records soil moisture (Field Scout TDR, Spectrum Technologies)
and firmness using a drop clegg meter (USGA’s Tru-Firm). Paul says you can have brown
fairways that are nice and firm or green fairways that are nice and firm. He chooses green.
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Tim Sibicky, MS – TSibicky@cdga.org Manager of Turfgrass Research
Winter Research Project – Fungicides vs. Plant Health
Chicagoland superintendents are rounding the last corner and final preparations for winter are
well underway. Mother Nature has been kind this fall facilitating managers to have been
successful in completing many objectives. Daily records in their notebooks, simplified, might
resemble something like this: “Weeds controlled, fertility applied, aeration completed,
recovered, topdressed, irrigation systems blown out, and drainage projects finished.” Also,
“Preventative control for winter diseases” is at the top everyone’s list. The target
organism/pathogens are pink snow mold (Microdochium nivale) in Chicago and also grey snow
mold (Typhula spp.) further north. Both have potential to cause considerable damage to the turf.
There are many products or combinations of fungicides available, and although the cost of
application weighs most heavily in the decision process, there has been an increasing discussion
regarding how fungicides affect turfgrass plant health. High rates of fungicides are used prior to
entering into winter to ensure the longest duration for control of snow mold diseases, and once
snow cover arrives, it will often be too late to make further applications until spring. Fast
forward to spring when superintendents once again begin the season using high rates of
fungicides, although with a very different range of target diseases. Those spring applications
might include IPM (integrated pest management) of dollar spot, fairy ring, or even anthracnose.

A new winter fungicide study will utilize both field plots on Sunshine Course and the greenhouse
at Midwest Golf House which overlooks the golf course. This will help determine how
fungicides might impact root development following preventative snow mold applications and
early season applications that target summer diseases. Sibicky 11-18-11
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RESEARCH: The question that we bring up is there any non-target effects to plant health of
high rates of fungicides on the plant? Furthermore, are there impacts of these chemistries
specifically on plant rooting, either positive or negative? Research we previously conducted this
past summer indicated that there may very well be differences and that we need to look into the
topic further.
THE STUDY: Using six treatments in a randomized complete block study the fungicides we
will test include Daconil Ultrex (Nitrile family), Iprodione (Dicarboximide family), InsigniaSC
(QoI family), Banner Maxx (DMI family) and Trinity (DMI family). Applications will begin
November 21, with two applications total at a 21d Interval. Following each application, cores
will be harvested, roots cut off completely, sod washed and placed in conetainers. Each week a
single conetainer sample, originally from each plot will be destructively sampled to determine
root length, root mass and a timeline for development will be established over two month period.
Visual ratings of the above ground tissues will also be recorded. The study will be repeated in
the spring using the same measurements.
Chicago has a short growing season for turfgrass and a cold spring can make the growing season
feel even shorter. Good levels of growth by creeping bentgrass are often not reached until the
month of June. Fall and early spring are the times when turf managers should be focusing on
creating healthy turfgrass plants. Fungicide applications of harsher chemistries could negatively
affect plant health and predispose the plants prior to the stress of summer. Stronger consideration
of fungicide selection when using high rates might be needed in the future by turf managers.

The study on Sunshine Course 3 green will serve as the location for the study. Applications will
begin next Monday and samples will be established in the rooting tubes. Sibicky 11-8-11
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Final Images. Summer turfgrass research field days in 2011. CDGA would attend and present.

Chicagoland Association of Golf Course Superintendent’s held a Field Day at North Shore
Country Club. Speakers were Univ. of Illinois, Univ. of Wisconsin, and CDGA. Settle 7-11-11

Purdue’s Turfgrass Field Day coincided with peak heat and humidity of summer. We were able
to see active dollar spot as well as active brown patch in Dr. Rick Latin’s trials. Settle 7-19-11
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At University of Wisconsin’s Turfgrass Field Day Dr. Jim Kerns says something like “I’m going
to review some current hot turf topics. Has everyone heard about Imprelis?” Settle 7-26-11

Bill Sharp and Dr. Bruce Branham talked weed science at the University of Illinois Field Day in
Urbana for the Central Illinois Golf Course Superintendent’s Association. Settle 8-23-11
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Dr. Tom Voigt gave the CDGA a tour of the BP Energy Biosciences Institute at Urbana. A quick
mini-Field Day after the U of I Field Day. I said Miscanthus giganteus repeatedly. Settle 8-23-11

Dr. Ken Diesburg from Southern Illinois University gives a talk on zoysia establishment by seed
at a tee on Sunshine Course for the ITF Turfgrass Field Day called iTurf Expo. Settle 9-22-11
Happy Thanksgiving. Blogs will continue this winter – www.cdgaturf.org
Derek and Tim plus Chris and Niki, The CDGA Turfgrass Program
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