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Weather – Colder than we like for March 
Interestingly enough, if you stick with something long enough you learn a few things.  Work 
hard AND smart as I like to say.  March provides us with a change of seasons – winter ends and 
spring begins.   March is an ‘interesting’ month.  A transitional time on our calendar with 
temperatures that meander up and down.  But overall, we do enjoy March’s temperature climb.   
Data: on average this March was markedly cooler compareed to a year ago in 2010.  Phenology: 
flower indicators are also telling us its a slow-spring (no daffodil or forsythia bloom in Chicago). 
 

 
2011 is cooler. A graphical comparison of March 2010 (darker line colors) versus March 2011. 
 
Comparison of March 2010 (warm) versus March 2011 (cool) from Sunshine Course Lemont IL. 
Lemont, IL March, 2010  March, 2011  Difference 
Temperature data °F °F 2011 is cooler by 
Air low  29.8 26.8 3.0 °F 
Air high  52.0 46.4 5.6 °F 
Air average 40.7 36.7 4.0 °F 
Soil (2 inch depth)  39.9 38.6 1.3 °F 
Growing Degree Day to March 31 to March 31 2011 is behind by 
1,3Base 32 290 242 48 GDD 
2Base 50 21 10 11 GDD 
1GDD32 calculation = Average air temperature minus 32.  Positive values accumulate each day. 
2GDD50 calculation = Average air temperature minus 50.  Positive values accumulate each day. 
3Poa annua Seedhead Suppression with Proxy/Primo (Ron Calhoun, 2004). Base Temperature: 
32 degrees F, Target GDD Range: 200-500: Current thinking from MSU, based on recent 
success and failures, suggests that superintendents wait for two mowings after full green-up or 
200-250 growing degree-days on the GDD32 degree-day model.  http://www.gddtracker.net/ 
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