
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The frustration that has been this summer continued this week, a promising start to the week that was utterly ruined by deluges 
that were unwanted by all and certainly unneeded by turfgrass or rootzones for that matter. Torrential rainfall on back to back 
days was a heartbreaker for some crews who were dealing with messy bunkers while fungicide programs really got bent out of 
shape as the rainfall forced shortening or unwanted lengthening of control windows. Some brown patch is lingering but the 
predominant problem is now dollar spot. The cool down earlier in the week was a teaser from the August 15th standpoint as the 
heat returned though not with the intensity of the earlier part of August and late July. Insect digging has not been reported but 
don’t be surprised if damage has moved away from irrigated areas at this stage.  
 
Dollar spot has become the big talking point and with the high intensity rainfalls single applications of contact fungicides may not 
be enough to hold up against the precipitation and the high humidity – don’t be afraid to put some money down if needed at this 
stage because dollar spot still has a distance to go before natural suppression kicks in! Turfgrass roots are also in short supply too 
at the moment and so one warm dry day (next week’s weather has a few in it) will require a lot of concentration to prevent 
anthracnose outbreaks and problems with extreme wilt or worse!  
 
Climate: 
 
Our technical glitch last week has not quite been fixed but we do have weather data thanks to Mr. Ron Townsend who had to make 
a late dash on Saturday to the office – much appreciated. Temperatures have started to dip into a more comfortable situation and 
the high temp did make a precipitous fall on Monday to only finish at 78°F (Figure 1) which everyone was probably ecstatic with. As 
noted the forecast is for further moderation of temperatures which everyone will be delighted with. Soil temperatures are still 
hovering around the 80°F mark but I think the light at the end of the tunnel is relief and not a train at this stage. 
 

 
Figure 1. Daily high and low temperatures and 2” soil temperatures at Sunshine Course, Lemont IL (SW Chicago), August 2016 
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Precipitation has once again been spatially chaotic this week, the Southside took over 4” while the Sunshine course hardly 
registered 1” (Figure 2) – this will have caused consternation for some as relatively near neighbors may have once again gotten 
away unscathed during the passing of fronts. The general sentiment coming back from the area however is that roots have been 
affected by the anaerobic conditions caused by deluges early in the month and during late July. This means that water 
management will require extreme care until the turf canopy starts producing roots again. 
 

 
Figure 2. Daily precipitation totals at Sunshine Course, Lemont IL (SW Chicago), August 2016 

 
The precipitation and cloud cover of recent times have meant that the light intensity values seem to have returned to the roller 
coaster format (Figure 3) similar to early June. Day lengths are indeed getting shorter and that will also play a role in reducing 
stress on turfgrass surfaces as the issue of photoinhibition may see some reduction – though not favoring bentgrass too much but 
at this stage Poa annua is probably unable to mount any ecological competition change so it will have no effect on canopy 
coverage. 

 

 
Figure 3. Daily light integrals compared to possible ideal light integrals for time of year at Sunshine Course, Lemont IL (SW Chicago), 

August 2016 
 
Central Illinois did see some respite early this week also with high temperatures dropping down close to the 80°F mark for a period 
of time. The relief did not last long and temperatures climbed back close to 90°F and highs back at 70°F (Figure 4). That being said I 
suspect many guys will be breathing a HUGE sigh of relief with the forecast showing lows in the 60’s and even 50’s next week – I 
would suspect many courses who have been feeling the pressure recently should see an improvement over the next week in the 
area. There is going to be an immediate sense of relief with these types of temperatures and I would think that some people are 
probably looking forward to being able to sleep again after two months of sheer stress. 



 
Figure 4. Daily high and low temperatures and 4” average soil temperatures at CC of Peoria, Peoria IL, August 2016  

 
Precipitation in central Illinois in August has been far more plentiful than earlier in the summer. There have been some intense 
events of course which would’ve caused bunker issues but it has not been a complete washout so the frustration should not have 
been too bad so far. Currently the rainfall total is around 3” (Figure 5) and this is about the average for the month of August so 
presumably the area will end up above the monthly average. 
 

 
Figure 5. Daily precipitation and ET totals at CC of Peoria, Peoria IL, August 2016 

 
The northwestern part of the state did see somewhat of a cool down this week but not as precipitous as central Illinois or the 
Chicagoland. Soil temperatures stayed consistently at around the 80°F mark (Figure 6) which is no fun for anyone. Lows did drop 
down into the 60’s however and so this brought some relief. The cool down will also continue in the area this coming week as well 
as the forecast has lows in the upper 50’s and 60’s which everyone has been waiting on for the last two months. Precipitation has 
been a little more consistent at the site and volumes have been pretty nice too – no deluges as of yet (Figure 7). I suspect they may 
have seen some heavy weather yesterday and today however which might have caused a washout or two but in general it was a 
month that had a good rain fall pattern – that was as long as you were not in Silvis which seemed to get hammered during the John 
Deere – congratulations to Alex and all his staff and volunteers for producing a great course under such trying conditions.  
 



 
Figure 6. Daily high and low temperatures and 2” soil temperatures at Rockford CC, Rockford IL August 2016 

 

 
Figure 7. Daily precipitation totals at Rockford CC, Rockford IL August 2016 

 
Disease: 
 
As the moisture has been plentiful the opportunity for diseases such as brown patch (Picture 1) to leave a mark has built up. The 
disease will take out turf and does produce ‘smoke rings’ as an identifying feature – once nighttime temperatures fall back into a 
better situation – which seems like it will happen this upcoming week thankfully! 
 

 
Picture 1. Brown patch has been active over the last couple of weeks in many areas around the Midwest. 



In untreated areas Pythium activity is still possible and looking for matted down and cotton candy like mycelia all over very greasy 
leaf surfaces (Picture 2). The sentiment is though for next week that pressure should finally subside and with moisture in the latter 
part of the week pressure on Poa annua from issues such as anthracnose maybe be somewhat minimal. There may be a 
requirement on newly seeded areas to manage for damping off of newly emerged plant material however. 
 

 
Picture 2. Pythium activity is still possible though natural temperature suppression may help over the next week as we head 

towards fall in the Chicago area 
 

The excess moisture after the long dry period has been really ideal for mushroom production rom fairy rings (Picture 3). This year 
has been a remarkable year for fairy ring and the mushrooms have been plentiful. I am fairly sure however that the springtime 
applications of DMI fungicides has proven to be a really successful procedure for many as long as the timing has been correct with 
soil temperatures averaging 55-60°F which means that if you haven’t got soil temperature monitoring equipment it is 
recommended to install one for next spring. 
 

 
Picture 3. Fairy ring activity has continued to flourish with mushrooms emerging daily post precipitation events all over the 

Midwest 



Insects: 
 
No further reports of insect issues emerged this week and with all the moisture we have experienced problems may not appear 
from a stress standpoint. Digging and probing should potentially build up in the next couple of weeks so scouting and IPM 
procedures are recommended. Areas that suffered billbug damage this year also need to be marked for management next year, 
there is potential for a return of the problem so a combination of watching winter weather and closely monitoring soils next year 
will be crucial to prevent the damage we saw this year. 
 
Weeds: 
 
Pressure has continued for many on the weeds front but that will soon change as temperatures drop and the annual weeds start to 
dissipate – again consideration of fall herbicide applications should be given – it really reduces headaches in the spring and there 
are a range of products that are successful to fit all budgets so don’t think it’s a cost issue – because in the spring the cost will not 
change! 
 
Management strategy: 
 
As we have now passed the 15th of August it’s probably in everyone’s mind what they need to do for the fall and how recovery can 
be achieved. I would think seed selection and implement of choice for maximizing seed/soil contact are very high on the list of 
must haves, make sure that there is fertility also in the ground for the newly established areas – P being the most important, one 
application at seeding is a good idea and then 10days to two weeks after emergence a second application can be made as the 
young seedlings will have depleted the initial application – take care with application however around rain events and manage this 
in a conscientious manner. 
 
FINALLY!!! 
 
The crew in Sugar Grove missed one as they didn’t see the grass clippings sitting on the turf causing the issue this week, there was 
some catching up done as Mr.’s Ziegler and Sams both got it right – hard to keep them out of it right! This week is different one for 
sure – what is the name you might call this piece of turfgrass research equipment – and no it’s not a raccoon trap! Answers to 
enangle@cdga.org  
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J VerCautren 14 

B Ziegler 12 

B Thomson 11 

K Sams 11 

S Ritchie 10 

B Anderson 9 

S Hillyard 6 

K Peterson 6 

D Riley 6 

T Christians 5 

J Turner 5 

 
 

 
 
Dr. Miller started his teaser with the word BRUTAL – enough said. As bad as we have had it the southern parts of the state and 
Missouri have been getting pummeled.  
 

http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/2016/update07_28_16.cfm. 
 

Questions or complaints – don’t hesitate to contact us!  
Ed Nangle PhD 

Director of Turfgrass Programs 
Chicago District Golf Association 

11855 Archer Ave 
Lemont, IL 60439 
P 630.685.2307 
C 630.423.1925 

Twitter @turfresearch / @cdgaresearchmgr 
www.cdgaturf.org 
enangle@cdga.org 
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