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Weather Update – The sun does exist and the earth does dry. Chirp, chirp, chirp +40 = 43F  
Fact: “The chirping sound that crickets make is produced by rubbing their wings together. As the 
temperature rises so does the cricket's metabolism, which results in an increased frequency of 
chirping. One rule of thumb is to count the number of chirps in 14 seconds and add 40…should 
yield a reasonably accurate estimate of the outside air temperature within a degree or two. 
Studies of tree crickets have determined their chirping frequency can even react to minor cooling 
that occurs when a cloud passes in front on the sun.” http://blog.chicagoweathercenter.com/ 

 
Sunshine Course reacted with sunlight and air over her fairways and greens dried (green line). 
 

 
Day length is up to 13.8 hours (purple line).  Without clouds, light levels increased (orange line). 
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Poa annua % Invasion Varies by Cultivar
Shore Acres CC in Lake Bluff, IL Date 28‐Apr‐2011

Tim Sibicky, MS - TSibicky@cdga.org Manager of Turfgrass Research Blog www.cdgaturf.org 
 
New Creeping Bentgrass Cultivar Varieties – Poa annua Encroachment 
Creeping bentgrass cultivar performance varies by location respective to spring green-up.  With 
Chicago’s close proximity to Lake Michigan, there is an interesting microclimate in the spring as 
temperatures near the lake remain cooler than the warmer locations inland.  Varieties that have 
good spring green up and early growth are important and this is recognized by the golf course 
superintendents. While Keith Rincker was with the CDGA Turf Program, he worked to initiate a 
study during the fall of 2009 to learn more about green-up near Lake Michigan. A study was 
constructed on a nursery green at Shoreacres Country Club of Lake Bluff, IL in collaboration 
with Tim Davis, Superintendent, and Ty McClellan, USGA Agronomist.  
 
The study has yielded two seasons of data for green-up.  Unexpectedly, encroachment of Poa 
annua has also begun to occur.  At the end of April, the plots were rated for their percentage of 
Poa annua invasion. There were significant differences observed and the best performing 
cultivars, having less than 15% encroachment, were: ‘IS-AP-18’, ‘Declaration’, ‘Independence’, 
‘Shark’, ‘Pinup’, ‘Alpha’, ‘Memorial’, ‘T-1’, ‘Kingpin’, ‘Benchmark’, ‘Penn A-4’ and ‘OO7’. 

 
How does the newest research compare? In 1997, the United States Golf Association (USGA), 
Golf Course Superintendents Association (GCSAA) and the National Turfgrass Evaluation 
Program (NTEP) joined to evaluate newer creeping bentgrass and bermudagrass cultivars at 16 
on-site locations across the United States.  Having these trials placed on actual golf courses and 
subjected to the specific golf course’s maintenance regimes, allowed for real-world performance 
in the data, an aspect that universities and seed company trials are often criticized lacking. In the 
north central region, the site selected to study the newer creeping bentgrass cultivars was North 
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